Third Sunday of Advent, Year C

Color: Purple or Blue

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser]

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (I will restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord)

Isaiah 12:2-6 (Shout aloud and sing for joy, for great in your midst is the Holy One)
Philippians 4:4-7 (Rejoice in the Lord always; the Lord is near)
Luke 3:7-18 (John's message foretells the One who is to come)

Themes: Restoration, Joy, Hope, Justice, Praise, Jesus’ Return

HYMN SUGGESTIONS

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s
association with the scriptures or themes of this service.

Come, Thou LONG-EXPECLEA JESUS (HYFRYDOL) ....cccuvueeeeueeeeeciieeeeeiteeeeeiteeeeeetteeeeeteeeeeaaeeeeetseeeeessaeeeenseeaeasseaeenns Zephaniah
Good Christians All, REJOICE (IN DULCIJUBILO).......cc.uueeeicueeeeecieeeeeieeeeeitieeeeetteeeeeaeeeeeveeaeeeaaeseensaeeenaneeaas Philippians, Luke
Hail to the Lord's AnNoiNted (ROCKPORT; SHEFFIELD) ......uveeeeeuveeeeeeeeessseeeestaeeeesssseessseesassssesssssesssnssesessssessnsnes Zephaniah
IN the Bleak MidWINTEI (CRANHAM).......ueee ettt e eeteeeeeeeesetteeeee ittt e s saaeeestteeesestseesassaeeeansseeeassseesansseeeansseasanssseesnnsens Luke
In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful (O-50-50) ......cccuuiiiiiiieeeiiie ettt esteeeetee e see e sae e snaae e s naee s Isaiah, Philippians
JOY £0 T WOIIA (ANTIOCH)....ueeeeeeteeeeetee ettt ettt e et et e e et e e e tae e e ennaeas Zephaniah, Philippians, Luke
Lift UP YOUF HEAAS (TRUROD) ....uveeeeeteee et ettt ettt e e ettt e e et e e e ettt e e e e taeeeeataaeeeabeeeeentaeeeenseeeensreeaans Zephaniah, Isaiah
O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines (CANDLER; JERUSALEM).........ueeeeuueeeeereeeeaeireeeseereesssseesessseessnssssessnseees Philippians, Luke
O Sing t0 the LOrd (CANTAD ALSERIOR).......ueeeeetieeeeeeeeseteeeectteeeeeteeesstteeeestaeeesstasessteeessnsaesesnssneesnnsenanns Zephaniah, Luke
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (PUER NOBIS; WINCHESTER INEW)........ceeoiuueeeeeciiieeeeiaieeeeiteeeeecteeeeeeiteeeeeaeeaeeevaeaeenns Luke
People, Look East, the Time iS Near (BESANCON) ......ccueeeeecueeeeecieeeecieeeeeteeeeeiveeeeeeiveaeeans Zephaniah, Isaiah, Philippians
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns ADOVE (MIT FREUDEN ZART) .....uueeeecuueeeeeueeeeeeteeeeeeteeeeeeateaeeeiteeaeetreseeensaaeenarenaas Zephaniah
Wait for the LOrd (WAIT FOR THE LORD) ....c..uuveeieieee ettt eetee e tee e ettt e e ete e e e sitaeeesntte e e entaeessnsaaaesnsseeesnnsneesnnsanas Philippians
Wild and Lone the Prophet's VOICE (ABERYSTWYTH) ....ueeecueeeeiieeeeeeiteeeeetteeesseeesstsesesssssesssssesssssesessssssssssssssssnssenenns Luke
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ANTHEMS

E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult

The Advent of our God —E......................... Zephaniah
Robert Farrell

© 2016, Paraclete Press, PPM01658

SATB, Organ

Advent Prayer — ME .........cccceeeciiee i, Luke
VENI EMMANUEL/Hal H. Hopson, arr.

© 1999, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-5846-5
2-Part Mixed (with opt. Solo), Keyboard

Gaudete —ME........cceevvrernnnnn. Zephaniah, Philippians
From Pie Cantiones, 1582/Michael Burkhardt, arr.

© 2015, MorningStar Music, 50-1126

SATB, Unison Treble Choir, Tambourine, Drum

Joy to the World —MD............. Zephaniah, Philippians
Thomas Keesecker

© 2016, Choristers Guild, CGA1467

SATB, Piano

Rejoice — M......cccoecuveeevirieens Zephaniah, Philippians
Craig Courtney, quoting MARION

© 1995, Beckenhorst Press, BP1466

SATB, Keyboard, 2 Trumpets (or C-Instruments)

Rejoice and Sing —E ........cccovvviiniiiniiienn, Zephaniah
Karen Morrolli

© 2023, MorningStar Music, 50-6379

SATB, Piano

Rejoice in the Lord Always —E.................. Philippians
Kenneth Kosche

© 1993, Concordia Publishing, 98-3091

SA, Keyboard

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers — ME .............. Philippians
HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG/John Ferguson, arr.

© 2011, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-4514-0168-4

SAB, Organ

Surely It Is God Who Saves Me —E ................... Isaiah
David Ashley White

© 1986, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-4629-5
2-Part, Organ, opt. Flute

A Voiceinthe Desert —ME ...........cccooveevieeenennnns Luke
Ronald A. Nelson

© 2002, GIA Publications, G-5742

SAB, Keyboard

We Will Rejoice! —MD..................... Zephaniah, Isaiah
Roy Hopp

© 2016, GIA Publications, G-6356

SATB, Unison Treble Choir, a cappella

—YOUTH and CHILDREN’S CHOIRS -

Children, Let’s Wait for the Baby — ME .......... Advent
Thomas Keesecker, quoting VENI EMMANUEL

© 2010, Choristers Guild, CGA1105

SAT(B), Piano

Waiting Carol (Advent Song) —E......................... Luke
IHR KINDERLEIN KOMMET/Helen Kemp, arr.

© 1991, Choristers Guild, CGA555

2-Part, Keyboard, Hand Drum, opt. Recorder or Flute

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies)

Darkness is an unlit wick;

it just needs your touch,

Beloved, to become a sacred flame. . ..

Yes, | will console any creature before me that is

not laughing or full of passion

for their art or life; for laughing and passion—

beauty and joy—is our heart’s truth,

all else is labor and foreign to the soul.

— DANIEL LADINSKY (after FRANCIS OF ASSISI),

Love Poems from God: Twelve Sacred Voices from the East and West, 2002
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RESPONSIVE READING
(Can be used when lighting the Advent Wreath or as a Call to Worship)

When we feel overwhelmed by darkness,
We seek the light of Joy!
When we are weak and worn out,
We are strengthened by the light of Joy!
When injustice threatens to blot out goodness,
We are made bold in the light of Joy!

(optional if lighting the Joy candle of the Advent wreath)

We light the candle of Joy as a reminder that we carry this light with us,
Thanks be to the God of our salvation.

— JD Granade*

SPOKEN CALL TO WORSHIP
(From Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, and Luke 3:7-18)

Sing aloud, beloved; shout, O children of God!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, for the Kingdom is near!

Sing praises to God, who has done gloriously.

Shout aloud and sing for joy, for great in our midst is the Holy One.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice!

Hear the Good News that you may bear good fruit.

CENTERING PRAYER / PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION / INVOCATION

God among us,

You call us to rejoice, often and repeatedly. And yet you also remind us that your world
suffers in the darkness of injustice. How then are we to sing and shout in exultation?
How can we know you are near when you seem so far? How long are we to wait on Your
promise when it continues to elude us?

But we know that you are found not in the darkness, but in the light. You are not on the
side of the oppressor, but lift up the oppressed. You are with us and drawing ever
nearer.

Turn our eyes and hearts to you so that we can join in rejoicing! Give us a joy that does
not cheapen hardship, but stands in bold defiance of it and reveals the Kingdom of
Heaven on earth. Amen.
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CONFESSION AND PARDON
(From Luke 3:7-18, Zephaniah 3:14-20, and Isaiah 12:2-6)

As we wait on the Lord, we hear the warnings that have long been proclaimed,
That fruitless trees will be cut down and chaff will be burned.
We fall short, and we seek repentance.

Silence

And yet we hear the good news in the promise of the Holy Spirit!

That God has taken away judgments against us, and we are renewed through love,
That we will not bear reproach, but shame will transform to praise,

That we may joyfully draw from the well of salvation!

Rejoice in this comforting promise, and proclaim it that all the earth may hear.

Great joy does not gather the rosebuds while it may; its eyes
are fixed on the immortal rose...Great joy has in it the sense
of immortality; the very splendour of youth is the sense that
it has all space to stretch its legs in. About the whole cosmos
there is a tense and secret festivity... Eternity is the eve of
something. | never look up at the stars without feeling that
they are the fires of a schoolboy’s rocket, fixed in their

everlasting fall.

— G.K. CHESTERTON, Heretics, 1905

BENEDICTION
(Adapted from Philippians 4:4-7)

Go forth rejoicing in the joy of the Lord,

Showing gentleness to all and seeking thanksgiving,

So that the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

And again | say, rejoice!

* Thanks to JD Granade for contributing this week’s liturgy.

Warren Howell, editor

Faithelement Resources for Worship | faithelement.net | Page 4


http://faithelement.net/

