Third Sunday after the Epiphany, Year C

Color: Green

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser]

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 (Ezra gathers the people and reads from law of Moses)
Psalm 19 (The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul)

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a (You are the body of Christ)

Luke 4:14-21 (Jesus reads from the scroll of Isaiah)

Themes: Word of God, Scripture, Body of Christ, Holy Spirit, Justice, Unity

HYMN SUGGESTIONS

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s
association with the scriptures or themes of this service.

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (HOLY MANNA) ...........oooecueee e eecteeeeeceeeeeeteeeeeteeeeeetaeaeeeateseeetaeseensaaeensrenaas Nehemiah
Arise, YOUr Light IS COME! (FESTALSONG) ....ueeeeueeeeeeieee ettt eetee e e tte e e e tae e e e tte e e e e bae e e eaaeeeetbeaesensaeseeasseaeeasreeaans Luke
God Has Spoken By the Prophets (HYMN TOJOY) c....uueiuueee e eeieeeeeee s etee e etee e svte e e s tae e e snane s ssnnaaeessaeaeanns Nehemiah
God Is Here! As We His People (ABBOT'S LEIGH; BEECHER) .......uvveeecuveeeecieeeecieeeesveeeseaeeesnnneeeens Nehemiah, 1 Corinthians
God Who Stretched the Spangled HEAVENS (HOLY MANNA) .......ccuveeeeeuieeeeieeeeeeteeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeevae e eeenaeaeeeareeaas Psalms
Hail to the Lord's ANOINted (ROCKPORT; SHEFFIELD) .......uuveeeeuveeeeeiueeeeeiaeeeeesiteeeeeiaeeeeeiseeaeeesseeaaensseseansseeeessseseeanssesennnenas Luke
In Christ There Is No East or West (ST. PETER; MICKEE) «....ccuueeeeeueee e eeeee et 1 Corinthians, Luke
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore ThEe (HYMN TOJOY) cc.uuuee e eeeeeeecttee e etee e e stee e e s tve e s aae e e st eeesnsaeesennsaeesnnteeeennteeeennnees Psalms
MOrNiNg Has BroKEN (BUNESSAN) ......eeicueeeeeetteeeeeeteeeeeteeesstteeeastaeessasssaessseaeaassseeeassseesasseseaanssesesnssseessssesessnsseesnnns Psalms
O Word of GO INCAINALE (IMUNICH) «...ccuueeeeetieeeeetee e eeteee ettt e e e e tae e e eteeeeeetbeeeeeaaaeeesasasaeetaeaeeessaeseesseeeeansseaeanns Nehemiah
One Bread, One Body (ONE BREAD, ONE BODY) ....c...uuuieiiuieeeeeiee ettt eetee et ee e e e etvee e e eaae e e Luke, Communion
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkn@Ss (JUBILEE).........cccuueeeeecueeeeeeiee et eetee e eetteee e ettt e e e aae e e eaaee e eetteseeensaeeeeanaeas Luke
We Belong to JeSUS' BOAY (ONE IN CHRIST)...uuueiiueeeeeeireeeeeiteeeesteeeesstseeeessssesssssssesssesssssssessssssssesnssenenn 1 Corinthians, Luke
Wonderful Words Of Life (WORDS OF LIFE).......ucuuuiieieeeeceeeeeceeeeeiveeeeaee e ssiveeesstaee s snaeaesnnseeeas Nehemiah, Psalms, Luke
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ANTHEMS

E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult

All You Works of God — ME..........cccceeerriierenns Psalms
Marty Haugen

© 1990, GIA Publications, G-3481

SAT(B), Solos, Keyboard, opt. Guitar

Cantique de Jean Racine —M.........c..cceccuvveeenneee. Luke
Gabriel Fauré
© 1952, Broude Brothers, BB801

SATB, Piano

CometoUs,Lord —M.......cccceeriiiiiiiiieeeeeeeis Luke
John Helgen

© 1999, Kjos Music, 8904

SATB, Piano

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed —M.......................... Luke

Mark Bender
© 1990, Concordia Publishing, 98-2888
SAB, Organ, Trumpet, opt. 3 Trumpets

The Heavens Are Telling— ME ......................... Psalms
(from Creation) Franz Joseph Haydn/Hal Hopson, ed.
© 2008, Hope Publishing, C 5531

SATB, Keyboard

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling — ME ............ 1 Corinthians
Robert Hobby

© 2014, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-4514-8579-0
2-Part Mixed, Keyboard, Flute

How Beautiful Upon the Mountains — E..Isaiah, Luke
John Carter

© Hinshaw Music, HMC 239

2-Part Mixed, Keyboard

Many and Great, O God —E ............cceevvernneen. Psalms
LAQuIPARLE/Dadee Reilly, arr.

© 1990, Summa Productions, 2018

SAB, Piano, Percussion

The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon Me—MD.............. Luke
Edward Elgar/Hal Hopson, ed.

© 1989, Carl Fischer, CM8286

SATB, Keyboard

The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon Me —M ............... Luke
Philip Stopford

© 2012, MorningStar Music, 50-2525

SATB, Organ, opt. Flute, Violin, Brass, and Timpani

Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) — M

KELVINGROVE/Tom Trenney, arr.
© 2018, MorningStar Music, 50-8751
SATB, Piano, opt. Congregation

-- Children and Youth --

The Song that Nature Sings —E........................ Psalms
Ruth Elaine Schram

© 1997, BriLee Music, BL 109

Unison, Piano

The Heavens are Telling— ME......................... Psalms
Mark Patterson

© 2018, Choristers Guild, CGA 1581

SAB, Piano

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies)

This idea—that God is mindful of the individual—is of tremendous import in

dealing with fear as a disease. In this world the socially disadvantaged [are]

constantly given a negative answer to the most important personal questions

upon which mental health depends: “Who am I? What am [?” . .. The

awareness of being a child of God tends to stabilize the ego and results in a new

courage, fearlessness, and power. | have seen it happen again and again.
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Before you tell your life what you intend to do with it, listen for what it intends to do
with you. Before you tell your life what truths and values you have decided to live up
to, let your life tell you what truths you embody, what values you represent. . . . |
must listen to my life and try to understand what it is truly about—quite apart from
what | would like it to be about—or my life will never represent anything real in the
world, no matter how earnest my intentions. That insight is hidden in the word
vocation itself, which is rooted in the Latin for ‘voice.” Vocation does not mean a
goal that | pursue. It means a calling that | hear.

— PARKER PALMER, Let Your Life Speak, 2000

++ +

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
(Based upon Psalm 19)

Leader:  The heavens are telling the glory of God.

People: Day and night God speaks through the wonders of the heavens.

Leader: The sun and moon, the planets and stars speak of the vastness and the
wonder of the universe.

People: Their voice goes throughout the earth proclaiming the artistry of God
in creation.

Leader: The word of God speaks to God’s glory.

People: Page after page God is revealed through inspired words.

Leader: The commandments and prophets, the parables and church letters
speak of God’s steadfast love and mercy.

People: The wisdom of God’s word is more valuable than gold; it brings
riches that money cannot buy.

Leader:  Therefore, may we listen with an open heart to hear God speak in
nature and through the scriptures.

People: And then let the words of my mouth and the actions from my heart
be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

— F. Timothy Moore*

GATHERING PRAYER

Earthen Jesus, who has lived among us and known both the heartache and
the joy of this life, we turn to you as we gather for worship. We seek your
inspiration, your perseverance, your hope as we live through these
pandemics of body and soul. Create a sanctuary around us this hour,
protected by your love, so when we leave this place, we will be renewed
for the living of these days. Amen.
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A RESPONSIVE READING
(Based upon 1 Corinthians 12)

Leader:  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ’s
church.

People: For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slave or free, male or female—and all are led by the same
Spirit.

Leader:  If someone feels like they do not really matter to the church, that they
are not really as important as others who have leadership positions,
that would not stop them from being a part of the body of Christ.

People: On the contrary those who feel they are on the periphery are
essential to Christ’s church. For they enable the church to minister as
Christ’s body in the world. Those who feel less important we shall
treat with greater honor.

Leader: The Lord has gifted all persons for ministry. And it takes all gifts and all
persons to enable the church to serve the world as Christ’s body. For
this reason the church celebrates and welcomes all persons who
follow Christ.

People: And the greatest gift that the church can share is the gift of love—
love for one another and love with one another so that God’s peace
and justice may reign.

++ +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Prince of Peace, we seek your wisdom through myriad challenges. As you
found with your hometown congregation, many want quick fixes and
comforting answers. Strengthen us so that we may be resilient for all that
we face. Renew us in your hope so that we will be tenacious in the face of
hardships. Reaffirm in us the truth that life, not death, is the last word;
that love, not hate, transforms people; that justice, not evil, will ultimately
order this world; to encourage us to stay on the pathway you have given
us. Empower us to live like believers. In the Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.
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This is a moral universe, which means that, despite all the evidence that
seems to be to the contrary, there is no way that evil and injustice and
oppression and lies can have the last word. For us who are Christians, the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is proof positive that love is stronger
than hate, that life is stronger than death, that light is stronger than
darkness, that laughter and joy and compassion and gentleness and truth,
all these are so much stronger than their ghastly counterparts.

— DESMOND TUTU, No Future Without Forgiveness, 1999

BENEDICTION

Friends, as you leave this time of worship,
Be good news to those who are poor,
Free those held captive by life’s circumstances,
And proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
And may the love of God,
The grace of our Resurrected Lord,
And the communion of the Holy Spirit,
Walk with you every step of the way. Amen.

* Thanks to F. Timothy Moore for his contribution of this week’s liturgy.

Warren Howell, editor
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