Second Sunday after Christmas Day, Year C

Color: White or Gold

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser]

Jeremiah 31:7-14 (A foretelling of a joyful return of the exiled Jews)

Psalm 147:12-20 (The Lord blesses your children; grants peace within your borders)
Ephesians 1:3-14 (The blessing of inheritance through Christ)

John 1:(1-9), 10-18 (The Prologue to the Gospel: The Word and the Light)

Themes: Jesus’ Birth, Homecoming, Joy, Children, Belonging, Light, Word

HYMN SUGGESTIONS

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s
association with the scriptures or themes of this service.

All Creatures of Our God and King (LASST UNS ERFREUEN) .........ueeeecueeeeeiteeeeeiteeeeeiteeaeeetveseeeseesesssesaessseseesnsesesasseeaas Psalms
Angels From the Realms Of GIOry (REGENT SQUARE) «.....c.uueeeeeueeeeeeiteeeeeeieeeeeetteeeeeteeeeeaeeeeeetteeeeeseeeeeaneeeeesseaeanns Jeremiah
Arise, YoUur Light IS COME! (FESTALSONG) ....ueeeeuueeeeecieeeeeieeeeeteeeettee e e etvee e e eaare e s saaaeaeentaeeesnaneesnsaeeens Jeremiah, Epiphany
AS WIth GIAANESS (DIX) «eeeeeerieeeetiie e ettt e ettt e e ettt e e eee e e e st e e e e tbeeeessteeesssseeeaastseeeasssseesanseeeaansseseasssessanseeessnsseenanes Jeremiah
Fairest Lord Jesus (CRUSADERS HYMN [ST. ELIZABETH]) ..uuueeeeueeeieieeeeeeieeeecteeesseteeeesstreesenseaesnveeesnnsneesnnneeas John, Epiphany
GALNEI US IN (GATHER US IN) ..ottt ettt e ettt e e et e e e ettt e e e eata e e eeaaeaeeetbeeeeeabaeeeessasaeesseseeasssesennneas Jeremiah
God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (HOLY MIANNA; NEW PROVIDENCE) ........ccccueeeecueeeeeveeeeecieeeeeciveeeeeavenans Psalms
Hark! The Herald ANGEIS SING (IMENDELSSOHN) ......uuueeeueeeeeeieeeeeteeeesiteeesstseeeesssseesssssasssseseasssseesssssesessssessssssseesnsenes John
He Comes to Us @S ONE UNKNOWN (REPTON)....ccccuuuieiicuieeeeeiieeeeeieteesteeesstseeessstseessnsasassssessssssssessssseessnssessssssseesnsenes John
| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (HOUSTON) .........ooeeiuieeeeiiie ettt Ephesians, John, Epiphany
1ESUS Shall REIGN (DUKE STREET) .....ueeeeeeteee et eectee e eeettee e e eteeeeetae e e et e e eetaeeeeetaeeeeasaaeeeaseseeessaeeennneeas Jeremiah, Epiphany
Jesus, the Light of the World (WE'LL WALK IN THE LIGHT) ......uueeeeueeeeecieeeeecieeeeetteeeeeteeeeeeee e e eeeeree e e e John, Epiphany
Shine, Jesus, ShinNe (SHINE, JESUS, SHINE) .......cccecueeeiiieeesiieeeeeiteeessseeaesstseeessseeesssseeessnssesssnsses Ephesians, John, Epiphany
Thou Didst Leave ThY TNIONE (IMARGARET) ....cccecuveeeeceeeeeetteeeeetreeessaeeeastesessssaeessssasasassseeeasssssesssseeesasssessssssssesssseseans John
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ANTHEMS

E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult

Children of God Are We —E ...........ccccn.eee. Ephesians
John A. Behnke

© 2013, Concordia Publishing House, 98-4132

2-Part Mixed, Keyboard

Come, Seek the Baby — ME ........ Jeremiah, Ephesians
Earlene Rentz

© 2009, MorningStar Music, 50-1309

SATB, Piano

Eternal Light —E................. Ephesians, John, Epiphany
Stephen Tappe

© 1989, MorningStar Music, 50-1309

2 Equal Voices/2-Part Treble, Organ

The Glory of the Father —E.............cccceevvviieennne John
Egil Hovland

© 1989, Walton Music, W2973

SSATB, a cappella

God Is Light —M.......cccooeieiiiieeieeee John, Epiphany
K. Lee Scott, quoting LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN

© 2006, Concordia Publishing House, 98-3893

SATB, Organ, Violin

Let Inthe Light —M .........coocciirnnenn. John, Epiphany
Alfred V. Fedak

© 2003, Selah Publishing, 410-674

2-Part Mixed, Organ

O Laughing Light — ME...............cc........ John, Epiphany
David Sims

© 2015, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-4514-9892-9

SAB, Organ

Once In Royal David’s City — ME ................. Ephesians
IrBY/John Ness Beck, arr.

© 1975, Sacred Music Press, S-177

SATB, Keyboard

Rocking Carol —E..........ccoeeiviieeciee e, John
RockiNnG/Michael Burkhardt, arr.

© 2009, MorningStar Music, 50-115

2-Part Treble, Piano

Sing to the Lord with Thanksgiving—M .......... Psalms
Robert J. Powell

© 2008, Concordia Publishing, 98-3969

SATB, Organ, opt. Trumpet

Sing to the Lord, Rejoice! —E..............cceccnnnee Psalms
Georg Philipp Telemann/Hal Hopson, arr.

© 1992, Alfred Publishing Co., 4246

2-Part Mixed, Piano

-- Children and Youth --

Lumen Christi —E........ccoceevviiiiinnennn. John, Epiphany
Jane Southwick Cool

© 2007, Choristers Guild, CGA 1098

Unison, Keyboard

ForUntoUs—E.....ccccceeviriiiniinneiieen, John, Epiphany
Dan R. Edwards

© 2014, Choristers Guild, CGA 1371

SAT, Piano, Flute, opt. Percussion

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies)

Christmas is given us to make us love the kind of humility that

is love and embraces contradiction and difficulties and all the

rest with joy.

— THOMAS MERTON,
Entering the Silence, December 25, 1948

It is good to be children sometimes, and never better than at

Christmas, when its mighty Founder was a child Himself.
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RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
(Based upon Psalm 147)

Leader:  Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!

People:  For God strengthens the bars of your gates; God blesses
your children within you.

Leader:  God grants peace within your borders; the Lord fills you
with the finest of wheat.

People:  God sends out his command to the earth; God’s word
runs swiftly.

Leader:  He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and
ordinances to Israel.

People:  Praise the LORD!

— Kory Wilcoxson*

GATHERING PRAYER

We thank you, God, that from the beginning, you have been with us. We
pray this morning that we feel your presence as we lift up our voices to
you. May our praise be received as our expression of gratitude for your
unfailing faith in us. Shine your light on us as we worship you this morning.
Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
(Reflecting Ephesians 1)

In the first chapter of Ephesians, Paul reminds Christ’s followers of God’s abundance,
calling to mind “the riches of his grace that he lavished on us.” I’'m so thankful we don’t
worship a God who rations, who only gives us according to what we deserve or what we
have earned. If that were the case, would any of us have the benefit of God’s grace?

Instead, we worship a God who loves us so much that God can’t wait to pour out grace
and forgiveness and love. Doesn’t matter if we’ve earned it. Doesn’t matter if we
deserve it. God gives to us lavishly because our God is a lavish God.

Made in God'’s likeness, we are called to do the same. Our giving is not meant to be
rationed, but to be poured out lavishly for the sake of those who most need it. Doesn’t
matter if we think they deserve it or have earned it. We don’t give because God needs
our gifts; we give because we need to know the blessing of giving. Let us now collect our
tithes and offerings.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Holy God, may these gifts, given cheerfully, be used to further the
work of your kingdom in this world.

Receive them in the spirit in which they were given, a spirit of

gratitude and trust.
Use our gifts to transform, changing lives,

and helping others experience the lavish abundance of your grace.

Amen.

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flock,
the work of Christmas begins:

to find the lost, to heal the broken,

to feed the hungry,

to release the prisoner,

to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among brothers,

to make music in the heart.

—HOWARD THURMAN

++ +

BENEDICTION

Now, may the God who was in the beginning, who is with us
now, and who always will be, bless you as you go forth to shine

your light into the darkness.

Go, trusting in the One who is full of grace and truth, testifying
to the light that has come into the world. Amen.

* Thanks to Kory Wilcoxson for providing this week’s prayers and liturgies.

Warren Howell, editor
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