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Season after Pentecost, Year B, Proper 13 
(Sunday between July 31 and August 6 inclusive) 

Color:        Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a (Nathan confronts David about his sins) 
Psalm 51:1-12 (Have mercy on me, O God, and cleanse me of my sin) 
Ephesians 4:1-16 (Maintain the unity of the Spirit; speak the truth in love) 
John 6:24-35 (Jesus is the true bread of life, bread from heaven) 

Alternate First Reading and Psalm: 

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 (The Lord provides manna in the wilderness) 
Psalm 78:23-29 (The Lord rained down manna on them to eat) 

Themes:        Sin, Repentance, Christian Maturity, Bread of Life, Communion 
 

 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 
Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the scriptures or themes of this service. 

 

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (HOLY MANNA) ............................................................................Exodus, Psalm 78, John 

Blest Be the Tie That Binds (DENNIS)................................................................................................................. Ephesians 

Bread of the World In Mercy Broken (EUCHARISTIC HYMN; RONDEZ À DIEU) ........................... Psalm 51, John, Communion 

Brethren, We Have Met to Worship (HOLY MANNA) ....................................................................Exodus, Psalm 78, John 

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy (RESTORATION) ............................................................................ 2 Samuel, Psalm 51 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (CWM RHONDDA) .....................................................................Exodus, Psalm 78, John 

In Christ There Is No East or West (MCKEE; ST. PETER) ...................................................................................... Ephesians 

Just As I Am (WOODWORTH) ................................................................................................................ 2 Samuel, Psalm 51 

Lord Jesus, Think on Me (SOUTHWELL) ................................................................................................ 2 Samuel, Psalm 51 

O God, Be Merciful to Me (CRIMOND) ................................................................................................ 2 Samuel, Psalm 51 

One Bread, One Body (ONE BREAD, ONE BODY) .................................................. Psalm 78, Ephesians, John, Communion 

There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy (IN BABILONE; WELLESLEY) ............................................................................ Psalm 51 

We Are God’s People (SYMPHONY) .................................................................................................................... Ephesians 

We Belong to Jesus’ Body (ONE IN CHRIST) .............................................................................................. Ephesians, John 
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https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=489201718
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=489201748
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=489201776
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/all_who_hunger_gather_gladly
https://hymnary.org/text/blest_be_the_tie_that_binds
https://hymnary.org/text/bread_of_the_world_in_mercy_broken
https://hymnary.org/text/brethren_we_have_met_to_worship
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http://www.carolynshymns.com/o_god_be_merciful_to_me.html
https://hymnary.org/text/gentile_or_jew
https://hymnary.org/text/theres_a_wideness_in_gods_mercy
https://hymnary.org/text/we_are_gods_people_the_chosen_of_the_lo
https://hymnary.org/text/we_belong_to_jesus_body
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah – E 
 ................................................Exodus, Psalm 78, John 
CWM RHONDDA/John Ferguson, arr. 
© 2006, Hope Publishing, C5421 
SATB (opt. Congregation), Organ 
 
Have Mercy on Me – MD ............. 2 Samuel, Psalm 51 
Thomas Tomkins 
© 1974, GIA Publications, G-1899 
SAB, a cappella 
 
Have Thine Own Way, Lord – M .................. Psalm 51 
Terre Johnson 
© 2019, MorningStar Music, 50-6124 
SATB, Piano 
 
Hymn to God the Father – M ....... 2 Samuel, Psalm 51 
John Ness Beck/Craig Courtney, arr. 
© 1982, 1989, Beckenhorst Press, BP1335 
SATB Divisi, Piano 
 
Many Gifts, One Spirit – M ......................... Ephesians 
Allen Pote 
© 1986, Coronet Press, 392-41388 
SATB, Piano 
 
A New Heart – M .......................................... Psalm 51 
Melissa Dunphy 
© 2018, MorningStar Music, 50-3416 
SAB, Piano 
 
Our Mission Is to Follow Jesus – E .............. Ephesians 
Jayne Southwick Cool 
© 2019, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-5685-0 
SAB, Organ 

When We Eat This Bread – E .......... John, Communion 
Thomas Keesecker 
© 2008, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-2158-2 
SATB, Violin, Piano 
 

– SMALLER CHOIRS/INTERGENERATIONAL– 

 
O Living Bread From Heaven – E .... John, Communion 
WEDLOCK/Gary Matheny, arr. 
© 1987, GIA Publications, G-2960 
2-Part Mixed, Organ 
 
O Lord, Most Holy (Panis Angelicus) – E 
 ................................................Exodus, Psalm 78, John 
César Franck/Hal Hopson, arr.  
© 1999, Brookfield Press, 08742219 
2-Part Mixed, Keyboard 
 
Break the Bread – E ............................. Psalm 78, John 
Natalie Sleeth 
© 1984, Hinshaw Music, HMC-965 
3-Part (any), Keyboard 
 
Holy Manna – ME ............... 2 Samuel, Psalm 78, John 
HOLY MANNA/Joel Raney, arr. 
© 2016, Hope Publishing, C5911 
2-Part Mixed, Piano, opt. Rhythm and Bass 
 
A Song of Promise – E ................................. Ephesians 
Robert J. Powell 
© 1989, Choristers Guild, CGA 479 
Unison (opt. Adult Choir), Keyboard, Flute

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

 
The question of bread for myself is a material question,  

but the question of bread for my neighbor is a spiritual question. 

—NIKOLAI BERDYAEV (1874-1948) 
 

There are people in the world who are so hungry,  
God cannot appear to them except in the form of bread.  

—MAHATMA GANDHI (1869-1948) 
 

http://faithelement.net/


Faithelement Resources for Worship   |     faithelement.net   |    Page 3 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
inspired by John 6:24-35, Psalm 78:23-29, Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 

(Consider singing “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”) 

God, our sustainer,  
 hearing the cries  
 of our ancestors in the wilderness,  
 let bread rain down. 

We come thirsty and hungry in many ways, 
yearning for what will truly nurture and sustain us. 
 
Jesus, our Emmanuel,  
 came to earth  
 to fill our deepest longings. 

Triune God,  
We need you. 
We worship you.   
You are the bread of life to the world. 

— Kyle Damron* 

 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
(based on Psalm 51, Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:24-35) 

O God, we confess that we have acted out against you. We do not always lead lives worthy of the 
calling to which we have been called. We are not always humble, gentle, patient, and loving 
toward each other. We do not always strive to create bonds of peace so that the unity of your 
Spirit is continually at work among us. 

God, we have acted out against you, particularly in your mission of love for all. When we do 
make efforts to love others as you love them, we still fall short at times because of our proneness 
to place limitations on your sacrificial, unwavering love. You are the bread of life to everyone 
who is willing to believe in you, but we have not graciously provided seats at the table for them 
to see and know that their deep hungers can be satisfied.  

O God, have mercy on us. Against you, we have sinned. Against those whom you call our 
neighbors, we have done evil in your eyes. We are painfully aware of our wrongs. We cannot 
deny what we know deep down. 

O God, turn your eyes from our sins, free us from the burden of our guilt, and let us start all over.  
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew our spirits by the limitless power of your Spirit. 
Sustain in us willing spirits as we have new opportunities to love more fully and sacrificially, 
restoring in us the joy of your salvation. Amen.  
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A RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 (adapted from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
Keep me from putting limitations on your love for me and for others. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Let your relentless searching light reveal to me my heart within you. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation. Sustain me with a willing spirit. 
Remove the dull routines I prefer to keep and am unwilling to change. 
Open thou my lips: and my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
And close my mouth to vain praise not backed up by actions. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit: a contrite heart. 
God, scour my self-assured heart from unreality. Show me my brokenness.  

 
 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Merciful God, speak your life-giving word to us that our hungering spirits 
may be filled and renewed by your Spirit. Amen. 

 

+  +  + 

 
Look on the heart by sorrow broken, 

Look on the tears by sinners shed, 
And be thy feast to us the token 

That by thy grace our souls are fed! 
— REGINALD HEBER, 1827 

from “Bread of the World, In Mercy Broken” 

+  +  + 

 

BENEDICTION 

Beloved of God, go forth living lives worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called. And may the love of God sustain you, may the grace of Jesus, the bread of 
life, restore you, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, empower you to offer the 
bread of life to all. Amen. 

 

 
 

 * Thanks to Kyle Damron for contributing this week’s liturgies. 
 

Warren Howell, editor 

http://faithelement.net/

