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Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year B 
Color:        White 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

*Acts 10:44-48 (The gift of the Spirit is poured out upon the Gentiles) 

Psalm 98 (O sing to the Lord a new song) 

1 John 5:1-6 (Faith is the victory) 

John 15:9-17 (Jesus' great love and friendship) 

*During Eastertide a reading from Acts is substituted for the lesson from the Hebrew Bible 

Themes:        Holy Spirit, Praise, Love of God, Faith, Friendship, Fruitfulness, Baptism 
 

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the scriptures or themes of this service. 

 

All Creatures of Our God and King (LASST UNS ERFREUEN) ....................................................................................... Psalms 

Baptized in Water (BUNESSAN) .................................................................................................................... Acts, Baptism 

Christian Hearts, In Love United (CASSELL) ................................................................................................................ John 

Come, Holy Spirit, Dove Divine (MARYTON) ................................................................................................... Acts, 1 John 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (NETTLETON) ......................................................................................... Acts, 1 John 

From All That Dwell Below the Skies (DUKE STREET; LASST UNS ERFREUEN; YOUNG) .................................................... Psalms 

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (CHEREPONI) .............................................................................................. 1 John, John 

Jesus Is All the World to Me (ELIZABETH) ................................................................................................................... John 

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know (CHINA) ..................................................................................................................... 1 John 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (BEECHER; HYFRYDOL) .................................................................................... 1 John, John 

New Songs of Celebration Render (RENDEZ  À DIEU)............................................................................................... Psalms 

O Sing to the Lord / Cantad al Señor (CANTAI AO SENHOR) ...................................................................................... Psalms 

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus (EBENEZER) ................................................................................................ Psalms, John 

Spirit of the Living God (IVERSON) .............................................................................................................................. Acts 

Too Splendid for Speech (DANIEL) .......................................................................................................................... Psalms 

What a Friend We Have In Jesus (CONVERSE)  ........................................................................................................... John 

When In Our Music God Is Glorified (ENGELBERG) .................................................................................................. Psalms 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480586593
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480586564
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480586538
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=480586512
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/all_creatures_of_our_god_and_king
https://hymnary.org/text/baptized_in_water
https://hymnary.org/text/christian_hearts_in_love_united
https://hymnary.org/text/come_holy_spirit_dove_divine_on_these_ba
https://hymnary.org/text/come_thou_fount_of_every_blessing
https://hymnary.org/text/from_all_that_dwell_below_the_skies
https://hymnary.org/text/kneels_at_the_feet_of_his_friends
https://hymnary.org/text/jesus_is_all_the_world_to_me_my_life_my
https://hymnary.org/text/jesus_loves_me_this_i_know_for_the_bible
https://hymnary.org/text/love_divine_all_love_excelling_joy_of_he
https://hymnary.org/text/new_songs_of_celebration_render
https://hymnary.org/text/o_sing_to_the_lord_o_sing_god_a_new_song
https://hymnary.org/text/o_the_deep_deep_love_of_jesus
https://hymnary.org/text/spirit_of_the_living_god_fall_iverson
https://hymnary.org/text/too_splendid_for_speech_but_ripe_for_a_s
https://hymnary.org/text/what_a_friend_we_have_in_jesus_all_our_s
https://hymnary.org/text/when_in_our_music_god_is_glorified


Faithelement Resources for Worship   |     faithelement.net   |    Page 2 

ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Baptized and Set Free – E .................................... Acts 
Cathy Skogen-Soldner/John Helgen, ed. 
© 2011, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-4514-2066-1 
SATB, Piano 
 
Cantad al Señor (Oh, sing to the Lord) – E ....... Psalms 
Robert Hobby, arr. 
© 1994, MorningStar Music, 50-9063 
Unison, Organ, 2 Trumpets, Percussion 
 
Come and Sing to the Lord – E ......................... Psalms 
J.S. Bach/Hal H. Hopson, arr. 
© 2012, MorningStar Music, 50-2710 
SAB, Keyboard 
 
Come Down, O Love Divine – E ............................ Acts 
DOWN AMPNEY/Philip Dietterich, arr. 
© 1963/1982, Hope Publishing, APM241 
SATB, Organ 
 
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing – M…Acts, 1 John 
OLNEY/Kenneth Dake, arr. 
© 1960, MorningStar Music, 50-7810 
SATB Divisi, a cappella 
 
Every Time I Feel the Spirit – M ........................... Acts 
Traditional Spiritual/William L. Dawson, arr. 
© 1973, Kjos Music, T117 
SATB, Baritone, a cappella 
 
Jesus Loves Me – M ............................................. John 
CHINA/Michael Hassell, arr. 
© 1997, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-5651-5 
SATB, Piano, Saxophone 

Let Heavenly Music Fill This Place – E ................. Acts 
Gordon Young 
© 1975, H. Flammer, A-5679 
SATB, Organ 
 
Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth – M ............ John 
Carolyn Jennings/Zebulon Highben, arr. 
© 2012, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-4514-2424-9 
SAB, Flute, Guitar 
 
O Lord, Increase My Faith – M ......................... 1 John 
Orlando Gibbons 
© 1993, GIA, G-4043  
Public Domain: CPDL.org #06244 
SATB, a cappella 
 
With a Voice of Singing – M .................... Acts, Psalms 
Martin Shaw 
© 1923, G. Schirmer, 8103 
SATB, Organ 
 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 

 
Jubilant Song – M ............................................. Psalms 
Victor C. Johnson 
© 2018, Choristers Guild, CGE276 
SAB (also available in 2-Part), Piano 
 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – E.................. 1 John 
HYFRYDOL/Jeff Reeves, arr. 
© 2008, Choristers Guild, CGA1128 
2-Part, Piano, opt. Handbells 

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

To tell someone what you believe may be to answer the wrong question—better to say, 

instead, what the church believes, better to use the language the church has bequeathed 

to us to shape our experience of journey to God. ... Why I am in church on Sunday has, 

perhaps, less to do with belief and more to do with faith. … What you promise when you 

are confirmed is not that you will believe this forever. What you promise when you are 

confirmed is that that is the story you will wrestle with forever. 

— LAUREN WINNER, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis, 2012 
 

You must believe in order to understand, not understand in order to believe. 

— FLANNERY O’CONNOR, The Habit of Being: Letters, 1979 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
(from Psalm 98) 

 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 

For God has done marvelous things. 

The Lord has remembered us with steadfast love  

 and faithfulness. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of God. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

For God has done marvelous things.  

The Lord has remembered us. 

All the ends of the earth have seen a new beginning, a 

new hope for living in justice and love. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

For God has done marvelous things. 

— F. Timothy Moore* 

 

 

GATHERING PRAYER

Resurrected Lord, we gather in your love. You have brought us 

together. You have given us new hope. Let us love one another and 

make things better. Help us to live into your resurrection, a new 

beginning, a new chance to get things right. In the one who came 

to make all things new, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 

Let the sea laugh, and all that 

        fills it; 

    the world and those who 

        dwell in it! 

Let the waters clap their hands; 

    let the hills ring out with joy 

Before the Beloved, who radiates Love 

        to all the earth. 

For Love reigns over the world 

        with truth and justice 

    bringing order and balance to 

        all of Creation. 

 

— NAN C. MERRILL, from Psalm 98 

Psalms for Praying: An Invitation to Wholeness, 2007 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Loving God, we long for resurrection. Help us to grieve our losses, to 

let go of our expectations, so that you may plant seeds of resurrection 

in us. Like the disciples at Cornelius’s house, show us how your Spirit is 

always falling upon unexpected people in unforeseen ways. 

Prepare us, so that when we are ready a new day will arrive. Death 

and resurrection, death and resurrection, you are constantly making 

new life out of death. Enable us to believe. Empower us to live like 

believers. In the Resurrected One, we pray. Amen. 

 

You poured your spirit into me; 

     I knew you as I know myself. 

Speaking waters touched me 

     from your fountain, the source of life. 

— from ODES OF SOLOMON (1st c.) 

 
 
 

BENEDICTION 

Friends, as you leave this time of worship, 

 Share your faith to cast out fear, 

 Live into the hope to come, 

 And overcome evil with good. 

And may the love of God, 

 The grace of our Resurrected Lord, 

 And the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

Walk with you every step of the way. Amen. 

 

 
 

* Thanks to Rev. Dr. F. Timothy Moore for his contributions to this week’s liturgy. 

 

Warren Howell, editor 
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