Third Sunday in Lent, Year B

Color: Purple

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser]
Exodus 20:1-17 (God gives Moses the Ten Commandments on Sinai)
Psalm 19 (The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes)

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (In Christ crucified, the wisdom of God is discerned)
John 2:13-22 (Jesus' cleansing of the temple)

Themes: Commandments, Wisdom, Creation, God's Word, Cross, Worship

HYMN SUGGESTIONS

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes.

Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed (AVON; MARTYRDOM) .........cueeeeuueeesiireeessieeeesereesssseesssssessssssssssssssesssssesennnes 1 Corinthians
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (EDEN CHURCH; REGENT SQUARE; WESTMINSTER ABBEY) .................. 1 Corinthians, John
From All That Dwell Below the Skies (DUKE STREET; OLD 100™; LASST UNS ERFREUEN; YOUNG) ......c.ceevuveeeecreeeeecrrenaanns Psalms
God Who Stretched the Spangled HEAVeNs (HOLY MANNA) .....ccoccuveeeeeieeeeceeeeeeteeeeetveessaaeeeeveeessnsaeesenseeesnseeens Psalms
God of Creation, All POWEITUl, All WISE (SLANE) .......oeeeueeee et eeetee e ettt eette e e e e tee e e e taee e e eaaeeeeetaeeeensaeesenreeaan Psalms
Great IS Thy FAithfUulN@SS (FAITHFULNESS) .....uiicueeeeeciteeeeeteeeesteeeesetteeeesatseessasaeessnsseseesssaeessnsasessnssessssssssessnssesesnssenen Psalms
How Great ThOU Art (O STORE GUD) .......ueeeeeueee e e e et eeceeeeeeteeeeetae e eeaaeaeeetveaeenes Exodus, Psalms, 1 Corinthians
I Danced IN the MOINING (SIMPLE GIFTS) «..ueieiuiieeeeeeeeeeeteeeseteeeeetaeeesateeessstesessstseessssaeaessseseasssseesansseessssesessssseesnnsenes John
1 Sing the Mighty Power of GOd (ELLACOMBE; FOREST GREEN) ........ueeeeeueeeeecteeeeecteeeeeiteeeeecsaeaeeesseeeeessesesesseaeensseeaans Exodus
In the Cross of Christ | GIOIY (RATHBUN) .....cuueeeeeieeeeeteeeeetteeeetteeeeeaeeessesaaeestsesesntaeessnsaaessnssasesnssaeesnnsenas 1 Corinthians
Inspired By LOVE aNd ANZET (SALLEY GARDENS)........uueeeeueeeeeeteeeeeiueeeeeieeeeaetaeeeeeseeaeeisssaesesseseaassaeseasseesaasseseaasseeeennsenas John
Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the SUN (DUKE STREET) ....uuueeiiueeeeecieeeeeeeeeesteeeestreeesaaeasssnseeeesssseesenssssssnssesssnnssessnnnnes Psalms
Lift High the CroSS (CRUCIFER) ....cccueeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeteee e eetee e et e e et e e e eate e e eentae s eeaaeaeetveaeenns Exodus, Psalms, 1 Corinthians
O For a Closer Walk With God (AVON; BEATITUDO, CAITHNESS) ....ccuueeeeereeeeeureessueeesasssesessssesssssesssssssessssssssessseseans Exodus
0O God, Who Gives Us Life anNd Breath (INOEL) ........eeeeueie ettt ettt e ettt e et e et e e e e tbeeeenaaaeenareaaenn Exodus
When | Survey the Wondrous Cross (HAMBURG; ROCKINGHAM) ........ueeecueeeeeciveeseireesssiseessssseessssessssssesssnnes 1 Corinthians
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ANTHEMS

E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult

All Things Bright and Beautiful - ME................ Psalms
John Rutter

© 2015, Oxford Univ. Press, 978-0-1934-0734-3
SATB, Piano (Orchestration available)

Atthe Cross —M.......ccccceeeivviiiiineeeceen, 1 Corinthians
Hupson/Theola Baker, arr.

© 2006, GIA Publications, G-6784

SATB, Piano

Beneath the Cross of Jesus—M............ 1 Corinthians
ST. CHRISTOPHER/Mark Shepperd, arr.

© 2014, MorningStar Music, MSM-50-3465

SATB, Piano

BOW DOWN LOW — E ....oooeviiieiiiieieecceetieeeeee e, John
Shaker Song/David Bridges, arr.

© 1988, Hope Publishing Co., A 603
SATB, a cappella

God Is Seen —MD .......ccceeecvieeeiiee e Psalms
CAPTAIN KiDD/Alice Parker, arr.

© 1967, Lawson-Gould, 51333

SATB, a cappella

The Heavens Are Telling—MD......................... Psalms
from “Creation,” Franz Joseph Haydn

G. Schirmer, 12401 (also as CPDL #06929)

SATB, Soprano, Bass, Tenor Solos, Keyboard

O HolyJesus — M ......cccooeeviveeecieeecnen, Exodus, John
Jonathan Willcocks

© 1998, Lorenz Publishing, 10/4816L

SAB, Organ, opt. Flute, Clarinet, Strings

Open My Eyes —ME ..........cccceveiiiiiiiiiieeeeee Exodus
Benedetto Marcello/Dale Grotenhuis, arr.

© 2004, World Library Publications, 008761

2-Part (Any), Keyboard

Whatever God Ordains Is Right —E ................ Exodus
WaAs GoTT TuT/Gary Matheny, arr.

© 1987, GIA Publications, G-2959

SATB, Organ

When | Survey the Wondrous Cross —E ........... 1 Cor.
RockinGHAM/Alfred V. Fedak, arr.

© 2000, Selah Publications, 425-350

2-Part Mixed, Organ

—YOUTH and CHILDREN —

The Heavens Are Telling —M ........ccccceerenneenn. Psalms
Mark Patterson

© 2018, Choristers Guild, CGA1581

SAB, Piano

God Called Moses —E...........ccocevvvveecveeeccnnnnnnn. Exodus
John D. Horman

© 2001, Choristers Guild, CGA907

Unison (opt. 2-Part), Narrator, Keyboard

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies)

Creator God,

yearning and striving

to bring harmony out of chaos,

so fill with your Wisdom

the inscape of our being,

and so move with the Wind of your presence

among the landscapes of our world,

that the Earth may reflect the glory

and wonder of the universe,

transfigured in the image of Jesus Christ,

at one with you in the cost of creating.
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CALL TO WORSHIP

O God, the source of eternal light:
shed forth your unending day
upon us who watch for you:

that our lips may praise you
that our lives may bless you,
and that our worship may glorify you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

— BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, adapted

++ +

CENTERING PRAYER

Draw near to us, Loving One, as we draw near to you.

Clear away the things that distract us,

so we can sink deep into these moments.

May we be still and listen for your voice.

May we be quiet and discern the wisdom of your ways.

May we be fully here, longing for the desires of our hearts
to be pleasing to you, our guiding Presence and Light. Amen.

— Monica Citty Hix*

++ +

Words like “God” and “Spirit” so easily tempt us to overlook the “word became
flesh and dwelled among us.”

— HENRI J.M. NOUWEN, Love, Henri: Letters on the Spiritual Life

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Lord, enter in with your word. Turn over the foolish constructs of our
wisdom and open our eyes to the wisdom of your foolishness.

Purify us that we may become in both buildings and bodies true
houses of prayer where you are glorified and all are welcome. Amen.

— Warren Howell
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION and WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

God desires us. The Source of life seeks after us and longs for deep communion with us.
The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul.

Too often we are caught up in patterns that hinder our ability to live in the way of Love.
We cling to gods of power and possessions, fear and scarcity.

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul.

We embrace the foolishness of the world. Hosting tables of exclusion, we make enemies
of one another. We sever the threads of connection to the earth and its peoples.

The word of Love is clear, enlightening the eyes.

God instructs us to overturn the practices and systems that block our path to
wholeness; to awaken to our own participation in the ways of destruction.

The word of Love is clear, enlightening the eyes.

Cleanse us, O God, from our hidden faults. Clear away the values and voices of our
culture that take over our minds like a virus.

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul.

God invites us to a rhythm of life rooted in Love’s way; to walk in peace upon the earth
and with one another.

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul.

May God deepen our desire to live on this path of Love, cultivating beauty and
wholeness within us and among us.

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul.

God, who is gracious and compassionate, never gives up on creation. Even when we do
harm to ourselves and to one another. Even when we destroy the earth. God continues
to pursue us, to offer us forgiveness, to restore us and to reveal a better way.

The God of Love forgives us and embraces us. Thanks be to God. Amen.

— MCH

++ +

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

May God who seeks the wholeness of all creation guide your steps, enlighten your eyes, open
your ears to the music of creation, energize your voice with cries for justice, soften your heart
towards compassion, and unfold a path sweet as honey before you. Amen.

— MCH

* Thanks to Monica Citty Hix for her contributions to today’s prayers and liturgies.

Warren Howell, editor
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