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Fourth Sunday in Lent, Year B 
 
Color:        Purple 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Numbers 21:4-9 (Moses lifts up a serpent in the wilderness) 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (Give thanks to the Lord who saves from distress) 
Ephesians 2:1-10 (Saved by God's grace through faith) 
John 3:14-21 (Like Moses' serpent, the lifting up of the Son of Man) 

Themes:        Wilderness, Healing, Forgiveness, Thanksgiving, Grace, Love of God 
 

 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 
Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes. 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (CORONATION; DIADEM; MILES LANE) .............................................................. Ephesians 

All the Way My Savior Leads Me (ALL THE WAY)................................................................................................. Numbers 

Amazing Grace (NEW BRITAIN) ................................................................................................................. Ephesians, John 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (NETTLETON) ........................................................................... Numbers, Ephesians 

Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries (MORNING SONG) .................................................................................. Psalms 

Grace Greater Than Our Sin (MOODY) .............................................................................................................. Ephesians 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (CWM RHONDDA) ........................................................................................... Numbers 

I Will Sing the Wondrous Story (HYFRYDOL; WONDROUS STORY) ............................................................. Psalms, Ephesians 

Lead Me, Guide Me (LEAD ME, GUIDE ME) .......................................................................................................... Numbers 

Lift High the Cross (CRUCIFER)  ..................................................................................................... Numbers, Psalms, John 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (OLIVET) ......................................................................................................... Numbers, John 

Thank You, Lord (THANK YOU, LORD) ....................................................................................................................... Psalms 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (IN BABILONE; WELLESLEY) ........................................................................... Ephesians 

To God Be the Glory (TO GOD BE THE GLORY) ................................................................................................. Psalms, John 

What Wondrous Love Is This (WONDROUS LOVE) ....................................................................................................... John 
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https://hymnary.org/text/what_wondrous_love_is_this_o_my_soul_o_m
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Amazing Grace – M ..................................... Ephesians 
NEW BRITAIN/Keith McCutchen, arr. 
© 2003, earthsongs, S-200 
SATB, Piano 
 
Bless Now, O God the Journey – M ............. Numbers 
LLANGLOFFAN/Anne Krentz Organ, arr. 
© 2007, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-7895-1  
2-Part Mixed, Keyboard 
 
God So Loved the World – E ............. Ephesians, John 
Stephan Casurella 
© 2020, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-6535-7 
Unison/Descant, Organ 
 
God So Loved the World – MD ......... Ephesians, John 
Bob Chilcott 
© 1999, Oxford University Press, BC29 
SATB, Soprano Solo, a cappella 
 
God So Loved the World – ME .......... Ephesians, John 
John Stainer 
© G. Schirmer, 3798 (also as CPDL #46794) 
SATB, a cappella 
 
I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me – E ....................... Psalms 
Negro Spiritual/John Helgen, arr. 
© 2004, Kjos Music, 5771 
SAB, Opt. Solo, Piano 
 
 
 

O Bone Jesu (O Blessed Jesu) – M .............. Ephesians 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina/P. Liebergen, ed. 
© 1989, Carl Fischer, CM 8299 
SATB, a cappella 
 
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling – M ............. John 
THOMPSON/David Cherwien, arr. 
© 2007, MorningStar Music, 50-6304 
SATB, Solo a cappella 
 
There Is a Green Hill Far Away – E .... Ephesians, John 
THE TURTLE DOVE/Bradley Ellingboe, arr. 
© 1997, Kjos Music, 6765 
2-Part Mixed, Piano 
 
The Tree of Life – M ............................................ John 
SHADES MOUNTAIN/K. Lee Scott 
© 1987, MorningStar Music, 50-6304 
SATB, Organ, Opt. Handbells, Brass (5) 
 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 
 
What Wondrous Love is This – M ....................... John 
WONDROUS LOVE/Trevor Manor, arr. 
© 2015, Choristers Guild, CGA1451 
Unison/2-Part, Opt. Violin, Piano 
 
God So Loved the World – E  .............................. John 
John D. Horman 
© 2008,1988, Choristers Guild, CGA447 
Unison/2-Part, Piano, Opt. Flute (also available SATB) 
 

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 
 
Christ has sanctified the desert and the wilderness shines with promise. The 
land is first in simplicity and strength. I had never before spoken freely or so 
intimately with woods, hills, buds, water and sky. On this great day, however, 
they understood their position and they remained mute in the presence of the 
Beloved. Only His light was obvious and eloquent.  

— THOMAS MERTON, Entering the Silence 
 

Peace and love are always alive in us,  
but we are not always alive to peace and love. 

— JULIAN OF NORWICH, Revelations of Divine Love 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

(based on Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 and Ephesians 2:1-10) 
 

O give thanks to the Lord! 
For God is good! 
O give thanks to the Lord! 
God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
O give thanks to the Lord! 
For God is rich in mercy. 
O give thanks to the Lord! 
God’s grace and kindness give us life. 

— Laura Edgar* 

 
+  +  + 

 
The highest love of all finds its fulfilment not in what it keeps, but in what it gives. 

— FATHER ANDREW SDC, Seven Words from the Cross 
 

+  +  + 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
(Based on Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 and Numbers 21:4-9) 

Gather us to you, from north  
and south, east and west: 

Your love endures forever. 
When we are impatient, remind us: 
Your love endures forever. 
When we are in trouble, deliver us: 
Your love endures forever. 
We give thanks and sing songs of joy: 
Your love endures forever! 

 
+  +  + 

 

We send our children into the wilderness. Some of them on the day they are born, 
it seems, for all the help we can give them. Some of them seem to be a kind of 
wilderness unto themselves. But there must be angels there, too, and springs of 
water. Even that wilderness, the very habitation of jackals, is the Lord's.        

— MARILYNNE ROBINSON, Gilead 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION and WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
(Based on all passages) 

God of saving grace,  
We confess that we grow impatient walking through the wilderness. It seems so much is 
against us, and we keep asking, “Why?” In our trouble and our distress, we wonder where 
you are, O God. We claim to walk in the light, but the truth is, we love the darkness. There is 
so much we want to hide. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, walks with us, guiding us to light. 

God of steadfast love, 
We confess that as the church, we have not loved our neighbors. We are called  to love as 
you love the world, yet we find it easier to draw lines between “us” and “them.” We judge 
and condemn, close our eyes and turn our backs. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, comes for us all, gathering ALL in redeeming love. 

God of enduring hope,  
We confess that it feels like the whole world is near the gates of death. Death from illness, 
tragedy, and injustice. Death from the poison of hate. Death from our trespasses and sins. 
Death of our hopes and dreams.  
But God, who is rich in mercy, calls us to life, making us alive with Christ. 

Out of your great love for us, you make us alive again and again. Give us strength to walk with 
you. Deepen our love for you and your world. Draw us into your work of light and love and life. 
Amen. 

.  .  . 
 

Out of the great love and immeasurable riches of God’s grace, we are forgiven. We are what God 
has made us: alive together with Christ, created for good, loved beyond measure. Amen! 

 

 
+  +  + 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

The steadfast love of our Creator holds each of us and all of us. 
The saving grace of our Redeemer calls us to the ways of grace and mercy. 
The enduring hope of our Sustainer guides us on our journey through the wilderness. 

 

 
 

* Thanks to Laura Edgar for her contributions to today’s prayers and liturgies. 
 

Warren Howell, editor 
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