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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany, Year B 
 
Color:        Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser]  

Isaiah 40:21-31 (Have you not heard? The creator of all cares for the powerless) 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c (Praise the Lord who gathers, heals, and feeds us) 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 (Paul: all things to all people in order to share the gospel) 
Mark 1:29-39 (The healing of Peter's mother-in-law. Many flock to Jesus) 

Themes:        God the Creator, Praise, God’s Providence, Witness, Healing 
 

 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 
Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes. 

 

All Things Bright and Beautiful (ROYAL OAK) .......................................................................................................... Psalms 

Creator God, Creating Still (ST. ANNE) ..................................................................................................................... Isaiah 

The God of Abraham Praise (LEONI) ....................................................................................................................... Isaiah 

Heal Me, Hands of Jesus (TAYLOR; SUTTON COMMON; SOUTHWELL) .............................................................................. Mark 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands (WHOLE WORLD) .......................................................................... Isaiah, Psalms 

How Great Thou Art (O STORE GUD) ........................................................................................................... Isaiah, Psalms 

I’ll Praise My Maker (OLD 113TH) ........................................................................................................................... Psalms 

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (I’M GONNA LIVE) ................................................................................. 1 Corinthians 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ABBOT’S LEIGH)  .................................................................... 1 Corinthians, Mark 

O Christ, the Healer (ERHALT UNS HERR) .................................................................................................................... Mark 

O Sing to the Lord (CANTAD AL SEÑOR) ..................................................................................................................... Psalms 

On Eagle’s Wings (ON EAGLE’S WINGS) ..................................................................................................................... Isaiah 

There Is a Balm in Gilead (BALM IN GILEAD) ........................................................................................ 1 Corinthians, Mark 

This Is My Father’s World (TERRA BEATA) ................................................................................................... Isaiah, Psalms 

We Cannot Measure How You Heal (YE BANKS AND BRAES) ....................................................................................... Mark 

Ye Servants of God (WELLESLEY) .................................................................................................................. 1 Corinthians 
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https://hymnary.org/text/creator_god_creating_still
https://hymnary.org/text/the_god_of_abraham_praise_who_reigns
https://hymnary.org/text/heal_me_hands_of_jesus
https://hymnary.org/text/hes_got_the_whole_world_in_his_hands
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Come, You People, Rise and Sing – M ............. Psalms 
BOUNDLESS MERCY/Kenneth Dake, arr. 
© 2012, MorningStar Music, 50-2526 
SATB, Organ 
 
Hope In Me – ME ............................................... Isaiah 
Terre Johnson 
© 2019, MorningStar Music, 50-2014 
SATB, Piano, Clarinet, Violin 
 
I Can Tell the World – M ....................... 1 Corinthians 
Negro Spiritual/Jester Hairston, arr. 
© 1959, Bourne Music, J2 
SATB, a cappella 
 
I’ll Praise My Maker – M ................................... Isaiah 
OLD 113TH/Lloyd Pfautsch, arr. 
© 1960/1982, Hope Publishing, APM-110 
SATB, Organ (opt. Brass Choir) 
 
King of Glory, King of Peace – E ....................... Psalms 
K. Lee Scott 
© 1989, Concordia Publishing, 98-2728 
2-Part Mixed, Organ 
 
The Lord Now Sends Us Forth – E ...................... Mark 
ENVIADO SOY DE DIOS/Michael Burkhardt, arr. 
© 2013, MorningStar Music, 50-5412 
SA or SA(TB), Piano, Percussion 
 
 

Song of Joy – ME .............................................. Psalms 
Allen Pote 
© 1997, Hope Publishing, AP 450 
SATB, Piano 
 
Those Who Wait on the Lord – M ..................... Isaiah 
Craig Courtney 
© 1992, Beckenhorst Press, BP1389 
SATB, Organ (Opt. Brass Ensemble or solo Trumpet) 
 
Walk Together Children – M ............................. Isaiah 
Negro Spiritual/Wm. Henry Smith, arr. 
© 1965, Kjos Music, 1012 
SATB, a cappella 
 
We Cannot Measure How You Heal – E ........... 1 Cor. 
YE BANKS AND BRAES/Malcolm Archer, arr. 
© 2003, GIA Publications, G-6128 
SATB (opt. Unison), Organ 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 

They Shall Soar Like Eagles – E ......................... Isaiah 
Laura Manzo 
© 1987, Fred Bock Music, BG 20178 
SAB, Keyboard (opt. Flute) 
 
Witness – E .................................. 1 Corinthians, Mark 
African-American Spiritual/Mark Patterson, arr. 
© 2008, Choristers Guild, CGA-113 
Unison (opt. 2-Part), Piano

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 
There is no plant in the ground but is full of His virtue, 
There is no form in the strand but is full of His blessing . . . 

There is no life in the sea, there is no creature in the river, 
There is naught in the firmament, but proclaims His goodness . . .  

There is no bird on the wing, there is no star in the sky, 
There is nothing beneath the sun, but proclaims His goodness. 

— CARMINA GADELICA, Alexander Carmichael, ed. 
 

I am convinced that the universe is under the control of a loving purpose and 
that in the struggle for righteousness man has cosmic companionship. 

— MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

http://faithelement.net/
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
(based upon Isaiah 40:21-31) 

 
LEADER:  The Holy One says: “To whom will you compare me, or who is my equal?” 
PEOPLE:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
LEADER:  The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
PEOPLE:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
LEADER:  God does not faint or grow weary, and the Lord’s understanding is 

unsearchable. 
PEOPLE:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
LEADER:  God gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless. 
PEOPLE:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
LEADER:  Those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they 
shall walk and not faint. 

PEOPLE:  We know, and we have heard. Amen! 

— Chip Handrich* 

+  +  + 

 
GATHERING PRAYER 

(based upon Psalm 147) 

It is good to sing praises to You, gracious God. You heal our brokenness and bind our wounds. 
You are abundant in power and Your understanding is beyond measure. You lift us when we are 
downtrodden, and take pleasure as we hope in Your steadfast love. Now hear us as we sing with 
thanksgiving and make melody of praise. Amen. 

+  +  + 

Sometimes I feel discouraged 
and think my work's in vain, 

but then the Holy Spirit 
revives my soul again. 

If you cannot preach like Peter, 
if you cannot pray like Paul, 
you can tell the love of Jesus 

and say, "He died for all." 

There is a balm in Gilead 
to make the wounded whole, 

there is a balm in Gilead 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 

— THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD, Negro Spiritual 

http://faithelement.net/
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Lord, we listen now as your word is read: 
Take us by the hand and lift us up. Amen. 

 
+  +  + 

 
If you have been somewhat healed of great harm, you can give hope to others only if the scars are 
visible, only if the suffering has been transformed to the deep compassion of an aching loving heart. 

— JIM COTTER, Waymarks 
 

+  +  + 

 
PRAYER OF TRUST 

(based upon Isaiah 40:21-31)
 
LEADER:  Lord, you are the everlasting God, the creator of the ends of the earth. 
ALL:  Help us to hear and know. 
LEADER:  Lord, you told us that you do not faint or grow weary.  
ALL:  Help us to hear and know. 
LEADER:  Lord, you told us that you give power to the faint and strengthen the 

powerless. 
ALL:  Help us to hear and know. 
LEADER:  Lord, even though we may be faint and weary and fall exhausted, help us 

to wait for You and Your promise to renew our strength. 
ALL:  Then we shall mount up with wings like eagles, we shall not grow 

weary, we shall not faint. Amen. 

 
+  +  + 

 

BENEDICTION 
(based upon 1 Corinthians 9)

As we go, may we enter the world of others and seek to relate to their experiences. To 
the weak, may we become weak, to the poor may we become poor, may we enter the 
world of the refugee, the misunderstood, and those whom society casts out, so that we 
may share the blessings of the gospel with them. Amen. 

 

 
 

* Thanks to Chip Handrich for contributing this week’s prayers and liturgies. 
 

Warren Howell, editor 
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