First Sunday of Advent, Year B

Color: Blue or Purple
Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser]

Isaiah 64:1-9 (A prayer to God for merciful justice)

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (A lament to the Lord, for light and salvation)

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (Gifts of grace and comfort to sustain those who wait)
Mark 13:24-37 (Be watchful, alert for the Lord's coming)

Themes: Watchfulness, Waiting, Redemption, Light, Hope

HYMN SUGGESTIONS

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes.

All Earth is Waiting [TOda 1@ TIEITA] (TAULE) «....uveeeeeeeee ettt e ettt ettt e e et e e et e e e etae e e e etteeeeeabaeeeennseeeeaarenans Mark
Come, Thou LoNg EXPECLEA JESUS (HYFRYDOL) ....cccuueeeeeeeeeeieeeeecteeeeeeteeeeeteeeeeetteeeeaataeeesasesaeesseaeeassseesesseaaeasseaeanns Mark
Creator of the Stars of Night (CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM) ........uueeeecuueeeeeitieeeeieeeeeeiteeeeeiteeeeeiaeaeestveeeeesreseenssaseesseeaans Isaiah
He Came DOWN (HE CAME DOWN)......o.cocuueeeeeeeeeeeetieeeeeteeeeeteeeeeetaeeeeetaeeeeeasaaaeetbeseensaeeeeasaeesesbeseenstaeaeansenas 1 Corinthians
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns (MORNING SONG) ..........ceeecueeeeeieeeeeiieeeecireeeeeiseeeesiseeeeeesseseessseeeessseeens Mark
KUm Ba Yah, MY LOTA (KUM BA YAH) .....uuueeeeieeeeeeeeee ettt ee ettt e e etee e e ettt e e e e tae e eeataeeeeaaeaaeebseaeeessaeeesssesasesaeaennnns Isaiah
Lo! He Comes With Clouds DeSCENAING (HELMSLEY) .....ueeeeeuveeeeeitieeeecieeeeeieeeeeeteeeeeetteeeesireeeeetaeseessseaesesseaaeas Isaiah, Mark
Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory (BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC) «.....cccueeeeeueeeeeiueeeeecteeeeeteeeeecaeeeeeeaveeeeeaveeaens Isaiah, Mark
My Lord, What @ Morning (MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING) .........ccccueeeeeiueeeeeiteeeeecureeeeeaeeeeeveeeeeiseeseesssaeeeeaveaaeas Isaiah, Mark
O Come, O Come, EMMANUE| (VENI EMMANUEL) «......ceeeeueeeeiiieeeeeiieeeeeiveesssseesssseesssnsnsesnnnens Isaiah, 1 Corinthians, Mark
O God of Every Nation (BLOW THE CANDLES OUT; LANGLOFFAN; ST. THEODULPH) .........veeeeeveeeecreeeecireeeeseseesssnsesesnnseeens Psalms
Pe0PIE, LOOK EGSt (BESANGCON)....ccccteeeeetteeeectieeeeetteeeeiteee e s tteeeesstaeesssaeeessteeeasssseeeansseeeensseseasssseesanseneesnssenannn Isaiah, Mark
Soon and Very SO0N (SOON AND VERY SOON) ......uuuiiecuieeeeiieeeeeteeeeteaeestteeesesaeessssasesssseessnssssessssasesasssesssnssssesnssenenns Isaiah
View the Present Through the Promise (AR HYD Y NOS).....cccccuueeeiceeeeeiiieeecieeesiteeeestaesessseeesssveeeesnsneessnneeas Isaiah, Mark
You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd (PICARDY)..........ueeeeuuee et eeteeeeetee e ee et e e s eaaee e aree e Isaiah, Psalms
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https://hymnary.org/text/kum_ba_yah_my_lord
https://hymnary.org/text/lo_he_comes_with_clouds_descending_once
https://hymnary.org/text/mine_eyes_have_seen_the_glory
https://hymnary.org/text/youll_hear_the_trumpet_sound
https://hymnary.org/text/o_come_o_come_emmanuel_and_ransom
https://hymnary.org/text/o_god_of_every_nation
https://hymnary.org/text/people_look_east_the_time_is_near
https://hymnary.org/text/soon_and_very_soon_we_are_going
https://hymnary.org/text/view_the_present_through_the_promise
https://hymnary.org/text/you_lord_are_both_lamb_and_shepherd

ANTHEMS

E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult

And Christ Shall Be Our Peace -E ....... Isaiah, Psalms
K. Lee Scott

© 2020, Concordia Publishing, 98-4347

2-Part Mixed, Organ, opt. Handbells

Arise, Your Light Has Come — MD...................... Isaiah
David Danner, quoting WACHET AUF

© 1989, Church Street Music, 0-7673-9917-X

SATB, Children, Organ, opt. Brass, Handbells

Come, Light of Hope —E............cccnuee... 1 Corinthians
WAYFARING STRANGER/Anna Laura Page, arr.

© 2012, Lorenz Corp., 10/4264L

SATB or 2-Part Mixed, Piano

Come, O Messiah — ME ............oovvvvvvevvveeeeeennnnns Psalms
Kenneth Logan

© 2016, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-1384-6

SAB, Organ

Each Winter As the Year Grows Older — ME..... Isaiah
CARoL oF Hope/Robert Hobby, arr.

© 2008, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-4932-3
2-Part Mixed, Piano, opt. Flute

E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come —MD.......... Isaiah
Paul Manz

© 1954, 1987, MorningStar Music, 50-0001

SATB, a cappella

Give Ear, O Shepherd of Israel —E ................... Psalms
Robert J. Powell

© 1995, Paraclete Press, PPM09529

SATB, Organ

Lost In the Night —MD ............coeeiiiieiiree, Psalms
Finnish Folksong/F. Melius Christiansen

© 1929, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-4509-0

SATB divisi, a cappella, Solo

My Lord, What a Morning — ME ....... Isaiah, Matthew
Negro Spiritual/Robert Benson, arr.

© 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-2387-6
SATB, Piano

Long-Expected Dawn —E...................... Isaiah, 2 Peter
Karen Marrolli

© 2019, MorningStar Music, 50-0096

SATB, Piano, Flute

O Come, Holy Light =M ........cccceevviiiiniiiien, Isaiah
Brian Hanson

© 2020, Choristers Guild, CGA-1630

SATB, Piano, opt. Cello

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide —E .......... Isa, Matt
HEILEND, REISS, DIE HIMMEL AUF/ David Cherwien, arr.

© 1995, Concordia Publishing, 98-3209

2-Part Mixed, Organ

Shepherd of Souls —E........................... Isaiah, Psalms
Ruth Elaine Schram

© 2005, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-4573-1

SAB, Piano

— CHILDREN AND YOUTH -

A Child’s Advent Prayer —E............. Psalms, Matthew
Randolph Currie

© 1987, GIA Publications, G-2384

Unison, Keyboard, opt. Handbells

Hope Will Come — ME .........ccccuevernnnenn. Isaiah, Psalms
James Brighton

© 2008, Choristers Guild, CGA-1136

SAT(B), Piano

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies)

Waiting, therefore, is an act of faith in that it is oriented toward the future. Yet

our assurance of hope is rooted in the past, in the person of Jesus of Nazareth

and in his promises and resurrection. In this way, waiting, like time itself,

centers on Christ—the fulcrum of time.
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CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psaim 80)

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel!

Stir up your might, and come to save us!
Restore us, O God;

let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Restore us, O God of hosts;

Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;

let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Come, let us worship the God of our salvation.

— Marian McClure Taylor*

ADVENT WREATH/CANDLELIGHTING
Week 1: The Candle of Hope

READING (lsaiah 64:4-5a)

From ages past no one has heard, no ear has
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides
you, who works for those who wait for him. You
meet those who gladly do right, those who
remember you in your ways.

LITANY

O come, Immanuel, God-with-us.
Come Light. Come Hope.

Shine in the shadows.

Brighten your world.

It is in HOPE that we light a candle,
and remember you in your ways.

SONG

Come, thou long expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

— CHARLES WESLEY, from “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus,” 1744
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Oh Lord, you are the potter and we are the clay. You have breathed life into this clay.
You have told us what is good and what you expect from us. We confess our sins of
omission, those times when we are as passive as mere lumps on your potter’s wheel.
Reclining idly on the wheel, we ask you to intervene and fix our adversaries - as if we
needed no repair, ourselves. We reach out to you now. Refashion us, we pray. Breathe
new life into these bodies; breathe forward movement into these clay feet.
Remember our iniquity no more, for we are all your people. Amen.

— MMT

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

sung to the tune, ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR

The Lord redeems and restores. God will remember our sin no more. We are forgiven:

Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home;

gather thou thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,

there, forever purified, in thy presence to abide;

come, with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home.

— HENRY ALFORD
from “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” 1844

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR WAITING

We long for you, O God. We long to see you.

But how good it is, when waiting is full of hope!
Waiting, we look for every sign of you.
Waiting, we remember every time we’ve seen you.
Waiting, our anticipation builds.

Waiting, we receive from you the spiritual gifts we need:
love, joy, and peace;
patience, kindness, and generosity;
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

Thank you for waking us up, sounding the alert.
Thank you for the strength to reach the end,
blameless in your sight through grace,

that we may enjoy your fellowship forever.

We await. Come, Lord Jesus — in your perfect time.
Amen.

— MMT
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++ +

But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting.
— T.S. ELIOT, Four Quartets: ‘East Coker’

++ +

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Let us go forth with our senses on full alert, watching for signs of God at work
to gather all from the ends of the earth and the reaches of heaven. And may
the Word of God be the lamp you need to see it, the aid you need to hear it,
and the heart you need to receive it with thanks, from this time forth and
forever more. Amen.

— MMT

* Thanks to Rev. Dr. Marian McClure Taylor for her contributions to this week’s liturgy.

Warren Howell, Editor
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