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September 4, 2022: 13th Sunday After Pentecost, Year C
Color: Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 (At the potter's house, God says: Like clay, the people are in my hand) 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (O Lord, you have formed me; I am fearfully and wonderfully made) 

Philemon 1:1-21 (Paul writes to Philemon about Onesimus: welcome him as a brother) 

Luke 14:25-33 (Jesus explains the cost of discipleship) 

Alternate First Reading and Psalm 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (Choose life and prosperity or death and adversity) 

Psalm 1 (They shall prosper like trees by the water) 

Themes: Repentance, Welcome, Discipleship, Choice, Faithfulness 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is Luke 14:25-33 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the scriptures or themes of this service. 

Change My Heart, O God (CHANGE MY HEART).................................................................................................... Jeremiah 

Have Thine Own Way, Lord (ADELAIDE) .............................................................................................................. Jeremiah 

I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry (WATERLIFE) ......................................................................................... Psalm 139 

O Jesus, I Have Promised (ANGEL’S STORY) ................................................................................................................. Luke 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (BEACH SPRING; JUBILEE; NETTLETON) ...................................................Philemon 

Search Me, O God  (MAORI) ............................................................................................................................. Psalm 139 

Spirit of the Living God (IVERSON) ...................................................................................................................... Jeremiah 

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (BOURBON; QUEBEC) .......................................................................................... Luke 

Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) (KELVINGROVE) ................................................................................ Luke 

Take, O Take Me As I Am (TAKE ME AS I AM) ...................................................................................................... Jeremiah 

They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love (ST. BRENDAN’S) ...........................................................................Philemon 

Your Words to Me are Life and Health (WINCHESTER OLD) ........................................................... Deuteronomy, Psalm 1 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=484731365
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523706881
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523706927
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523706949
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523706969
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523706995
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707017
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/change_my_heart_o_god
https://hymnary.org/text/have_thine_own_way_lord
https://hymnary.org/text/i_was_there_to_hear_your_borning_cry
https://hymnary.org/text/o_jesus_i_have_promised
https://hymnary.org/text/praise_the_one_who_breaks_the_darkness
https://hymnary.org/text/search_me_o_god_and_know_my_heart_orr
https://hymnary.org/text/spirit_of_the_living_god_fall_iverson
https://hymnary.org/text/take_up_thy_cross_the_savior_said_if_tho
https://hymnary.org/text/will_you_come_and_follow_me
https://hymnary.org/text/take_o_take_me_as_i_am
https://hymnary.org/text/we_are_one_in_the_spirit
https://hymnary.org/text/your_words_to_me_are_life_and_health
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Embrace My Way and Cross – E ......................... Luke 
Rob Glover 
© 1997, GIA Publications, G-4594 
Unison, Keyboard, opt. 2 C-Instruments 
 
God Has Called Us – ME ...................................... Luke 
Robert A. Hobby 
© 2006, MorningStar Music, 50-6067 
SATB, Organ, opt. Brass, Timpani 
 
Have Thine Own Way, Lord – M .................. Jeremiah 
Terre Johnson 
© 2019, MorningStar Music, 50-6124 
SATB, Piano 
 
He’s Got the Whole World – M ................... Jeremiah 
African-American Spiritual/Keith Hampton, arr. 
© 2013, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-5960-8 
SATB, a cappella 
 
I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry – ME 
 .................................................................... Psalm 139 

John Ylvisaker/Sherri Hanson, arr. 

© 2015, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-4514-9876-9 
SAB, Keyboard 
 
Take Up Your Cross – E ....................................... Luke 
CANDLER/Anthony Giamanco, arr. 
© 2007, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-7896-8 
2-Part Mixed, Keyboard 

Know My Heart – E .................................... Psalm 139 
Benjamin Harlan 
© 1993, Shawnee Press, A-6836 
SATB, Keyboard 
 
Lord, Be Thy Word My Rule – ME ........ Deuteronomy 
K. Lee Scott 
© 2017, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-2598-6 
SATB, Organ 
 
Lord, You Know Me – E .............................. Psalm 139 
Antonio Vivaldi/Hal H. Hopson, arr. 
© 1993, Belwin Mills, BSC 00264 
2-Part Mixed, Piano 
 
Psalm 1 – M .................................................... Psalm 1 
Mark Hayes 
© 2008, Beckenhorst Press, BP 1838 
SATB, Piano, opt. Oboe, Strings 
 

-- Youth and Children – 
 
As Clay In Your Hand – M ............................. Jeremiah 
Larry E. Schultz 
© 2006, Choristers Guild, CGA1070 
SATB, Piano 
 
Surely He Will Care for Me – E ................... Psalm 139 
John Carter 
© 1984, Hope Publishing, JC 292 
Unison, Piano

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 (based on Psalm 1) 

Loving and Gracious God, 

May our souls meditate on the goodness of Your ways. 

May our hearts delight in the availability of Your wisdom. 

May our lives manifest the fruit of Your Spirit. 

May our lives be rooted deeply in the Living Waters of Your Love. 

May our worship gather us together as a community of wisdom. 

May we know first-hand Your watchful care and guidance. 

Amen. 

—Scott Wagoner* 

http://faithelement.net/
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GATHERING PRAYER 
(based on Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18) 

Loving and Gracious God, 

We are always and forever immersed in Your 

Presence and Love. There is not a moment in which 

we are separated from You or far from You. You 

know me better than I know myself. Through this 

knowing, You draw us closer to You. In this knowing, 

we come to understand ourselves, for You have 

formed and shaped our inward self. 

May we allow Your Spirit to form and shape our 

inmost being. Make Your works known to us and 

open our hearts up to wonder.  

If we have forgotten who we are, reacquaint us 

with ourselves. If we have forgotten who You are, 

remind us of Your goodness and shape us to Your 

will. Amen.  

—SW 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
(based on Jeremiah 18:1-11) 

Loving God, 

You are the One who lovingly molds and shapes 

our lives. We are often resistant to Your shaping and 

forming. We willfully walk in our own way and follow 

our own wisdom. You have the power to raise up as 

well as break down nations, yet we live as if we have 

all the power and all the wisdom. We often refuse to 

listen to Your voice and, instead, put our trust in all 

the voices around us that reject Your ways. Forgive 

us for our pride and welcome us back into Your 

shaping hands and Presence. Mold us into the 

people You would have us be and shape us into 

faithful people who live in faithfulness to You. You 

are the potter; we are the clay. In Your Mercy we 

pray. Amen.  

—SW 

+  +  + 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 

—DANIEL IVERSON, “Spirit of the Living God,” 1926 

+  +  + 

CENTERING PRAYER 
 (based on Luke 14:25-33) 

Leader:  Loving God, you invite all of creation and its inhabitants to Your banquet table to feast 

upon Your grace and mercy. You invite the privileged and under-resourced. You invite the 

healthy and the sick. You invite the powerful and the marginalized. You invite the religious 

and irreligious. You invite all of creation to Your Grace Banquet. May we, in silence, see 

ourselves sitting with one another at this table. 

(Everyone holds silence together for a few moments) 

Leader:  Merciful God, you offer us Your bountiful grace and invite us to partake of Your 

goodness, but we make excuses to turn away or avoid Your invitation. We often rely on our 

own sufficiency rather than receive from Your grace what is most sufficient for our own 

souls. We would rather go it alone than be in community with others in need of Your grace. 

May we, in the silence, become aware of our own insufficiency and excuses.  

(Everyone holds silence together for a few moments) 

Leader:  And now, God, form us into your disciples and faithful followers. Help us to put aside 

our self-sufficiency and arrogance and welcome your invitation to follow You.  

Everyone:  Amen!  

—SW 

http://faithelement.net/
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RESPONSIVE LITURGY 
 (based on Deuteronomy 30:15-20) 

Leader:  There is a deadness in our world that can often settle in our 

souls. May we choose life and live in God’s abundance. 

People:  At times our heart turns away from You, O God, and we 

choose our own willful path.  

Leader:  O God, may we turn our hearts to You and return to the One 

who is the Giver of all Life and abundance. May we live to 

follow Your will. 

People:  Impress upon our hearts Your commands. May we recognize 

the grace and goodness You have set before us. 

Leader:  The living God sets before us the choice of deadness or 

abundance. 

People:  May we choose Life! May we choose the abundance of God’s 

grace! May we choose following in the ways of God that lead 

to life! 

All:  Amen! 

+  +  + 

Let choice whisper in your ear and love murmur in your heart. Be ready. Here comes life. 

—MAYA ANGELOU 

+  +  + 

BENEDICTION 
(based on Philemon1:1-21) 

We are called to live lives of love that bring hope and 

confidence to others. May our presence this week refresh the 

hearts of all those we meet. May we be thankful for everyone 

that adds to our life in encouraging ways. May we welcome 

encouragement from others as well as be an encouragement 

for others. May we welcome others into our life and may our 

souls be a welcoming space towards the world. May the 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. Amen. 

—SW 

 

 
* Thanks to Scott Wagoner for contributing this week’s prayers and liturgies.  

Scott serves as Pastoral Minister, High Point Friends Meeting (Quaker), High Point, North Carolina and as 

Founder and President of Growing Edge Resources, offering coaching, consulting, and collaborating. 

http://faithelement.net/
https://www.highpointfriends.org/
https://www.growingedgeresources.com/
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September 11, 2022: 14th Sunday After Pentecost, Year C 

Color:        Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 (Warning: a fierce wind of judgment will lay waste to the land) 

Psalm 14 (Fools say there is no God) 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 (Christ came to save sinners: God's grace) 

Luke 15:1-10 (Parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin) 

Alternate First Reading and Psalm 

Exodus 32:7-14 (God is angry over the golden calf; Moses intercedes) 

Psalm 51:1-10 (Have mercy, O God) 

Themes:  Judgment, Trust, Grace, God’s Mercy, God's Love
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is Luke 15:1-10 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the scriptures or themes of this service. 

 

Amazing Grace (NEW BRITAIN) ................................................................................................. Psalm 51, 1 Timothy, Luke 

Change My Heart, O God (CHANGE MY HEART).................................................................................................... Psalm 51 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing (NETTLETON) ..................................................................................................... Luke 

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy (ARISE; RESTORATION) ................................................................. Psalm 51, 1 Timothy 

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (REST) ............................................................................................. Exodus, Psalm 14 

Deliver Us, O Lord of Truth (LAND OF REST) ......................................................................................................... Psalm 14 

I Will Sing of My Redeemer (HYFRYDOL; MY REDEEMER) .............................................................................................. Luke 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise (ST. DENIO) ................................................................................................ 1 Timothy 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ST. COLUMBA) ...................................................................................................... Luke 

O for a Heart to Praise My God (ARLINGTON; AZMON; LAND OF REST) .................................................................... Psalm 51 

Restless Weaver (BEACH SPRING) ........................................................................................................................ Jeremiah 

Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow (ABERYSTWYTH) ..................................................................................... Jeremiah 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=484731365
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707509
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707546
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707592
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707626
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707686
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523707713
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/amazing_grace_how_sweet_the_sound
https://hymnary.org/text/change_my_heart_o_god
https://hymnary.org/text/come_thou_fount_of_every_blessing
https://hymnary.org/text/come_ye_sinners_poor_and_needy_weak_and
https://hymnary.org/text/dear_lord_and_father_of_mankind
https://hymnary.org/text/deliver_us_o_lord_of_truth#pagescans
https://hymnary.org/text/i_will_sing_of_my_redeemer
https://hymnary.org/text/immortal_invisible_god_only_wise
https://hymnary.org/text/the_king_of_love_my_shepherd_is
https://hymnary.org/text/o_for_a_heart_to_praise_my_god
https://hymnary.org/text/restless_weaver_ever_spinning
https://hymnary.org/text/wind_who_makes_all_winds_that_blow
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Agnus Dei – M ................ Jeremiah, Exodus, Psalm 51 
Paul Halley 
© 1996, Pelagos Music, Pel2002 
SATB, Organ, Saxophone 
 
Amazing Grace – MD ................................... 1 Timothy 
NEW BRITAIN/Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 
© 1960, Lawson Gould, LG00918 
SATB, divisi, Solo, a cappella 
 
Christ Calls to Me – ME ............................... 1 Timothy 
Anthony Giamanco 
© 2019, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-8644-4 
SATB, Piano 
 
Give to the Winds Your Fears – ME ............. Jeremiah 
Joseph Martin 
© 2014, Hal Leonard, 35029616 
SATB, Piano, Cello 
 
I Lift My Soul – ME ....................................... Psalm 51 
Alternate text: Thy Holy Wings,  
BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR/Emma Lou Diemer, arr. 
© 2009, MorningStar Music, 50-6523 
SATB, Flute, Cello, Keyboard 
 
Jesus Loves Me/We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus – E .  
 ..................................... Psalm 51, 1 Timothy, Baptism 
JESUS LOVES ME/Robert Hobby, arr. 
© 2019, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-5677-5 
SATB, Organ, opt. Congregation 

Keep Me Faithfully In Thy Paths – E ............ Psalm 51 
G.F. Handel/Richard Proulx, arr. 
© 1980, GIA Publications, G-2355 
2-Part Mixed, Organ 
 
Kyrie – E ................................................. Psalms 14, 51 
John Leavitt 
© 1989, Studio 224, SV 8904 
SATB, Keyboard 
 
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us – ME ................ Luke 
David Ashley White 
© 2006, Selah Publishing, 420-249 
SATB, Organ 
 
A Woman and a Coin – E ..................................... Luke 
Paul D. Weber 
© 2021, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-8486-0 
2-Part Mixed, Organ, 2 Flutes 
 

-- Youth and Children – 
 
Kyrie – E ........................................................ Psalm 51 
John Michael Trotta 
© 2018, BriLee Music, BL1030 
SAB, Piano, opt. Flute 
 
Gentle Shepherd, Kind and True – E ................... Luke 
Hal H. Hopson 
© 1994, Choristers Guild, CGA 687 
Unison, Piano

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

Fearful souls, why will you scatter 

Like a crowd of frightened sheep? 

Foolish hearts, why will you wander 

From a love so true and deep? 

If our love were but more simple, 

we could take Him at His word; 

and our lives would be more loving 

in the likeness of our Lord. 

—FREDERICK WILLIAM FABER, “There’s a Wideness In God’s Mercy,” 1862 

 

 

http://faithelement.net/


Faithelement Resources for Worship   |     faithelement.net   |    Page 3 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 (based on Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28) 

Leader:  When do we fear the Lord? 

People:  For my people were foolish and do not know me. 

Leader:  When will we heed the warnings and protect our 

children? 

People:  For my people have no understanding. 

Leader:  When will we see the earth burning, the waters 

drying up? 

People:  For my people are skilled at doing evil. 

Leader:  The prophets call us out… 

People:  A hot wind comes from me out of the bare 

heights of the desert. 

Leader:  There is still time… 

People:  For I have spoken; I have purposed; I have not 

relented. 

All:  We can still fear the Lord and heed the warnings 

of our prophets. 

—Martha Dixon Kearse* 

+  +  + 

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE 

Today we remember, dear Lord, a perfect September Tuesday in 2001. We remember a time before we knew what 

would happen on that day, a time before we had begun to talk about the murders of children in their schools, 

before we had even begun to truly address the racial inequities in our country that put Black and Brown people at 

risk. What would we have done, at 8am on that bright Tuesday morning if someone had said, “Your world is about 

to change forever?” What would we have done if someone had told us of two decades of war, of increasingly 

devastating forest fires, of Michael Brown and George Floyd, of Columbine and Uvalde? Would we, then, have 

feared the Lord? Would we have heeded those warnings?  

 How do we listen to your prophets, O Lord? Quite often, the news of prophets is difficult; we are frightened to 

hear their messages. But you call us toward yourself, don’t you, Lord of earth and air and water, Lord of black and 

brown and tan skinned people, Lord of justice and equality? You call us out of our small worlds and into your larger 

one, the one that includes the safety of each person around us, the one that includes protection of the natural 

world, the one that includes justice for all. 

 Help us to attend to your prophets, Lord God—bend our ears and soften our hearts so that their message 

invades and permeates our consciousness, so that we become extensions of your will for the good of all you have 

created. Give us the wisdom to understand that your way is as good for us as it is for those around us, that we are 

included in the abundance of creation. Grant us courage, grant us wisdom for the living of these days. Amen.  

—MDK 
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A COLLECTIVE READING ON PSALM 14 
(including Psalm 27) 

Leader:  Fools say in their heart, “There is no God.” 

People:  How often do we sink to despair, Lord,  

and doubt your very existence. 

Parents: We fear for our children and think to protect them  

with weapons and wealth; 

Adults:  We fall prey to corruption when it seems  

that is the only way to thrive; 

Leader:  We are confounded by the world,  

but the Lord is our refuge. 

Parents: But what do we do when our children are not safe  

at school or walking down the street? 

Adults:  But what do we do when our paychecks  

won’t cover our basic needs? 

Leader:  The Lord is my light and my salvation;  

whom shall I fear? 

People:  The Lord is the stronghold of my life;  

of whom shall I be afraid? 

Leader:  We lean in toward each other; 

People:  we hope in our God. 

All:  We stay strong and courageous  

and believe we will see the goodness of the Lord  

in the land of the living. 

—MDK 

 

A READING 
(based on 1 Timothy 1:12-17) 

. . . I received mercy, so that in me, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an 
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. (1 Timothy 1:18)

Reader 1:  So that in me… 

Reader 2:  The Lord has strengthened me. 

Reader 1:  So that in me… 

Reader 3:  The Lord considered me faithful and 

appointed me to his service. 

Reader 1:  So that in me… 

Reader 4:  Even though I was a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, a person of violence, I 

received mercy. 

Reader 1:  So that in me… 

Reader 2:  I acted out of ignorance; 

Reader 3:  I acted out of anger; 

Reader 4:  I acted out of unbelief; 

Reader 1:  But the grace of the Lord 

overflowed on me 

Reader 2:  faith, 

Reader 3:  mercy, 

Reader 4:  love, 

Reader 1:  So that in me 

All:  Jesus can show his utmost patience 

as an example to those who will 

come to believe in him. 

—MDK 
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A RESPONSIVE PLEDGE 
(based on Luke 15:1-10) 

Leader: How much more important is a person than a coin? 

People:  How wide is our welcome? 

Leader:  How much more important is a person than a sheep? 

People:  Who is safe in our midst? 

Leader:  Jesus ate with sinners, with outcasts, with those most others would 

not welcome; 

People:  We will welcome each other and create safe space in our midst. 

Leader:  Jesus ate with women,  

People:  We will welcome women and create safe space for them; 

Leader:  Jesus ate with thieves, 

People:  We will welcome those our society rejects; 

Leader:  Because we have been welcomed, 

People:  Because we know what it is to be an outsider and be welcomed. 

Leader:  The Lord says, 

People:  “Rejoice with me, for I have found one who was lost and 

welcomed them.” 

—MDK 

+  +  + 

 

God is the welcome and the welcomers. 

—ANNE LAMOTT, Hallelujah Anyway: Rediscovering Mercy, 2017 

 

+  +  + 

 

BENEDICTION FOR A DIFFICULT DAY 
(based on Luke 15:1-10) 

And now, may you go into the world with this knowledge: you are worthy of being sought out 

when you are lost; you are worthy of being treasured by those around you; you are worthy of the 

celebration when you turn to ask for help. May the center you find in God give you strength and 

courage to welcome others, and to leave behind what must be left in order to go searching for 

the lost. Go in peace. Amen. 

—MDK 

 

 
* Thanks to Martha Dixon Kearse for today’s liturgies – all of which, unless otherwise noted, were 

written by her. Martha serves as Senior Minister, Peakland Baptist Church, Lynchburg, VA. Learn about 

her story in her 2018 book, The Sun Is Up: One Minister's Awakening to Racial Reconciliation. 
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September 18, 2022: 15th Sunday After Pentecost, Year C 

Color:        Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 (Is there no balm in Gilead?) 

Psalm 79:1-9 (Deliver us, O God!) 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 (Instructions on prayer) 

Luke 16:1-13 (The story of the dishonest manager) 

Alternate First Reading and Psalm 

Amos 8:4-7 (The wealthy pursue their own interests) 

Psalm 113 (The Lord, who raises the poor from the dust) 

Themes:  Lament, Deliverance, Prayer, Discipleship, Faithfulness
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is Luke 16:1-13 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the scriptures or themes of this service. 

 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace (O-SO-SO) ......................................................................................................... 1 Timothy 

Come, Ye Disconsolate (CONSOLATOR) ................................................................................................ Jeremiah, Psalm 79 

From All That Dwell Below the Skies (DUKE STREET; LASST UNS ERFREUEN) .......................................................... Psalm 113 

Inspired by Love and Anger (SALLEY GARDENS) .......................................................................................................... Amos 

The Kingdom of God Is Justice and Joy (HANOVER) ............................................................................... Amos, Psalm 113 

More Love to Thee, O Christ (MORE LOVE TO THEE) ............................................................................................ 1 Timothy 

O God of Every Nation (LLANGLOFFAN) ..................................................................................... Jeremiah, 1 Timothy, Luke 

O Lord, Hear My Prayer (BERTHIER) .................................................................................................................... Psalm 79 

Put Peace Into Each Other's Hands (ST. COLUMBA) ........................................................................................... 1 Timothy 

There Is a Balm in Gilead (BALM IN GILEAD) ......................................................................................................... Jeremiah 

What Does the Lord Require (SHARPTHORNE) ................................................................................................. Amos, Luke 

When Sorrow Floods the Troubled Heart (RESIGNATION) ................................................. Jeremiah, Psalm 79, 1 Timothy 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=484731365
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523708471
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523708535
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523708574
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523708600
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523708641
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523708689
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/come_now_o_prince_of_peace
https://hymnary.org/text/come_ye_disconsolate_whereer_ye_languish
https://hymnary.org/text/from_all_that_dwell_below_the_skies
https://hymnary.org/text/inspired_by_love_and_anger
https://hymnary.org/text/the_kingdom_of_god_is_justice_and_joy
https://hymnary.org/text/more_love_to_thee_o_christ
https://hymnary.org/text/o_god_of_every_nation
https://hymnary.org/text/o_lord_hear_my_prayer_o_lord_hear
https://hymnary.org/text/put_peace_into_each_others_hands
https://hymnary.org/text/sometimes_i_feel_discouraged_spiritual
https://hymnary.org/text/what_does_the_lord_require_for_praise_an
https://hymnary.org/text/when_sorrow_floods_the_troubled_heart#instances
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Balm in Gilead – M ....................................... Jeremiah 
African-American Spiritual/Roger M. Holland, II, arr. 
© 2020, MorningStar Music, 50-3903 
SATB, Solo, Piano 
 
Be Thou My Vision – M ............................... 1 Timothy 
SLANE/Heather Sorenson, arr. 
© 2012, Hal Leonard, 3502833 
SATB, Piano, opt. Oboe, Violin, Cello 
 
Concertato on "Jesus Shall Reign" – M ..... Psalm 113 
DUKE STREET/Robert J. Powell, arr. 
© 2013, Paraclete Press, PPM01307 
SATB, Organ, 2 Trumpets 
 
God of the Poor – E .................................... Psalm 113 
Kevin Keil 
© 2001, GIA Publications, G-5317 
SAB, Keyboard, opt. Oboe, Violin, Cello 
 
Hide Not Thou Thy Face – M ........................ Psalm 79 
Richard Farrant 
Various publishers: CPDL #63241 
SATB, a cappella 
 
I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me – E ...... 1 Timothy 
African-American Spiritual/David Kidwell, arr. 
© 2018, Sacred Music Press, 10/4939S 
SATB, Keyboard 

Praise Canon – E ......................................... Psalm 113 
TALLIS’ CANON/Anna Laura Page, arr. 
© 1991, Alfred Music, 7991 
SAB, Keyboard 
 
Treasures In Heaven – E .............................. 1 Timothy 
Allen Pote 
© 1989, Hinshaw Music, HMC 1059 
SATB, Piano 
 
When the Poor Ones – ME .................................. Luke 
EL CAMINO, Miguel Manzano/David Cherwien, arr. 
© 2010, MorningStar Music, 50-5425 
SATB, Guitar (or Piano) 
 
When the Trumpet Sounds – E .................... Jeremiah 
African-American Spiritual/André J. Thomas, arr. 
© 1985, Mark Foster, MF 261 
SATB, Piano 
 

-- Youth and Children – 
 
There Is a Balm – ME .................................... Jeremiah 
African-American Spiritual/Robert Lau, arr. 
© 2002, Hinshaw Music, HMC 1891 
SAB, Keyboard 
 
God of All Creation – E ............................... Psalm 113 
Erik Whitehill 
© 2016, Choristers Guild, CGA 1455 
Unison/2-Part, Piano, opt. Flute, Finger Cymbals

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me. 

Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away… 

— Jeremiah 8:18 (NIV) 

+  +  + 

The point of lament, woven thus into the fabric of the biblical tradition, is not just that 

it’s an outlet for our frustration, sorrow, loneliness and sheer inability to understand 

what is happening or why. The mystery of the biblical story is that God also laments.    

—N.T. WRIGHT, Christianity Offers No Answers About the Coronavirus. It's Not Supposed To, 

Time Magazine, MARCH 29, 2020 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

Inside the practice of faithful lament, the cry for deliverance, the desperate plea for rescue— is the 

implication that the Deliverer has forgotten those who are suffering; that God has fallen asleep, or 

somehow relinquished the wheel. For this reason, in this tension— to pray in anguish for deliverance, is 

an act filled with both truth and hope. True, because it is rendered from the honest perspective that it 

seems God is not present, that God is not powerful, that God does not care. Yet, hopeful because it trusts 

also that this cannot be the case after all. Jeremiah asked in faithful lament: Is there no balm in Gilead? Is 

there no physician there? Why then is there no healing? 

In the spirit of Jeremiah, with the honesty of the Psalmist, and reflecting the words of Christ from the 

cross itself— we echo the faithful lament modeled for us in Scripture, gathering in truth today, to express 

hope, to practice hope, and to worship in hope with one another. 

—Greg Funderburk* 

+  +  + 

Mysterious is the God who throws us to the ground and continuously raises us up. 

—JIM COTTER, Psalms for a Pilgrim People, 1998 

+  +  + 

LITANY OF FAITHFUL LAMENT 

Leader: The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.  

People:  Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away. 

Leader:  May petitions, prayers, and intercession be made for all people. 

All:  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith the Lord. 

Leader:  Is the Lord not in Zion? Is her King no longer there? Is there no balm in Gilead?  

People:  Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away. 

Leader:  May petitions, prayers, intercession be made for kings. 

All:  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith the Lord. 

Leader:  Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound 

of my people?  

People:  Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away. 

Leader:  May petitions, prayers, and intercession be made for all those in authority. 

All:  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith the Lord. 

Leader:  You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me.  

People:  Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away. 

Leader:  There is a balm in Gilead to revive, to heal, to make the wounded whole. 

All:  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Amen. 

—GF 
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PRAYER 

God— We come to you in the spirit of Jeremiah; we come to you following the model set out for 

us by the Psalmist; we come to you reflecting the pleading words of Christ from the cross itself.  

We approach you now, O God, with raw honesty; in truth, with emotion from the depths of 

our souls; audaciously giving you everything inside of us; emptying our hearts. As we do, we 

acknowledge You also as Creator, all-knowing, all-powerful, and at work.  

We pray in the language of believers, of disciples, even in doubt. We pray now in faithful 

lament each in his, in her own way— in darkness; imperiled;  

in the midst of a storm-driven world;  

in seasons of uncertainty;  

faced with disease without cure;  

separated by loneliness,  

isolated, broken, exiled into silence;  

into suffering.  

God, we cannot in honesty utter expressions that our hearts are glad, that our bodies rest 

secure— and ask, that in these moments, You would tell us— tell us the story— the one about 

eternity again— how You promise it will be.  

Come to our rescue now. Listen to us. If you love us, in mercy, in grace, come to help us. 

Deliver us. In the redeeming name of Christ. Amen. 

—GF 

+  +  + 

Come, you disconsolate, where'er you languish; 

come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. 

Here bring your wounded hearts, here tell your anguish; 

earth has no sorrows that heaven cannot heal. 

—THOMAS MOORE, “Come, Ye Disconsolate,” 1816 

+  +  + 

 

BENEDICTION 

As you go, pray to God in faithful lament, trusting that this is modeled for us in Scripture. Pray in 

truth and in hope of a balm in Gilead— one that heals, that revives, and makes the wounded 

whole. Go now in hope, in truth, trusting in God’s abundant blessing and in pursuit always of 

God’s enduring peace. 

—GF 

 
* Thanks to Greg Funderburk for contributing this week’s prayers and liturgies.  

A pastoral care minister at South Main Baptist Church, Houston, TX, Greg is also a lawyer, and the author of The Mourning 

Wave, a novel about the Galveston storm of 1900 which was named one of the Best Books of 2020 by Kirkus Reviews. A 

collection of his essays, Let It Be Said We’ve Borne It Well, was published in 2021 by Smyth Helwys in the midst of the 

pandemic. His forthcoming book, The Hurdles, will be published in 2022. He lives in Houston with his wife, Kelly.  

They have two sons, Hank and Charlie. 
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September 25, 2022: 16th Sunday After Pentecost, Year C 

Color:        Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 (Buy the field at Anathoth: the market will return) 

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 (Do not fear: I will deliver) 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 (The love of money is the root of evil) 

Luke 16:19-31 (The parable of Lazarus and the rich man) 

Alternate First Reading and Psalm 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 (Those with idle and comfortable lives will go first) 

Psalm 146 (Do not put your trust in princes) 

Themes:  Vision, Hope, Providence, Promise, Stewardship, Trust
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is Luke 16:19-31 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the scriptures or themes of this service. 

 

Be Thou My Vision (SLANE) ............................................................................................................................... 1 Timothy 

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart (GIVE THANKS) ..................................................................................................... Luke 

God of Grace and God of Glory (CWM RHONDDA) ......................................................................... Amos, Psalm 146, Luke 

I'll Praise My Maker While I've Breath (OLD 113TH) ......................................................................................... Psalm 146 

In the Bulb There Is a Flower (PROMISE) ............................................................................................................ Jeremiah 

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (CHEREPONI) .......................................................................................................... Luke 

O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines (CANDLER; JERUSALEM) .................................................................................... Jeremiah 

On Eagle's Wings (ON EAGLE’S WINGS) ................................................................................................................ Psalm 91 

’Tis the Gift to be Simple (SIMPLE GIFTS) ............................................................................................................ 1 Timothy 

View the Present Through the Promise (AR HYD Y NOS) .................................................................................... Jeremiah 

When the Poor Ones (EL CAMINO) ............................................................................................................................ Luke 

When We Are Living (Pues Si Vivimos) (SOMOS DEL SEÑOR) ..................................................................... Luke, 1 Timothy 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=484731365
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523709272
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523709292
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523709311
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523709336
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523709626
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=523709652
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/be_thou_my_vision_o_lord_of_my_heart
https://hymnary.org/text/give_thanks_with_a_grateful_heart
https://hymnary.org/text/god_of_grace_and_god_of_glory
https://hymnary.org/text/ill_praise_my_maker_with_my_breath
https://hymnary.org/text/in_the_bulb_there_is_a_flower
https://hymnary.org/text/kneels_at_the_feet_of_his_friends
https://hymnary.org/text/o_day_of_peace_that_dimly_shines
https://hymnary.org/text/you_who_dwell_in_the_shelter_joncas
https://hymnary.org/text/tis_the_gift_to_be_simple
https://hymnary.org/text/view_the_present_through_the_promise
https://hymnary.org/text/when_the_poor_ones_who_have_nothing
https://hymnary.org/text/pues_si_vivimos_para_el_vivimos
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Hymn of Promise – E .................................... Jeremiah 
PROMISE, Natalie Sleeth/Tom Fettke, arr. 
© 2010, Hope Publishing, C5636 
SATB, Piano 
 
May God Support Us – M ............................. Psalm 91 
Christopher Walker 
© 2013, OCP Publications, 30130605 
Unison (opt. SATB), Keyboard 
 
Sing a Song of Thanks – ME ....................... Psalm 146 
Antonio Vivaldi/Hal H. Hopson, arr. 
© 1987, H. Flammer, D-5383 
SAB, Keyboard  
 
Bound for the Promised Land – M ............... Jeremiah 
PROMISED LAND/John Leavitt, arr. 
© 2017, Hal Leonard, 248983 
SAB, Piano 
 
All My Hope on God Is Founded – E ........... 1 Timothy 
Nick Klemetson 
© 2021, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-7969-9 
2-Part Mixed, Piano 
 
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending – M..1 Timothy 
Quoting NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT  
Zebulon M. Highben 
© 2014, MorningStar Music, 50-6082 
SATB, opt. Children’s Choir, Organ, Handbells 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise – ME... 1 Timothy 
ST. DENIO/Robert A. Hobby, arr. 
© 2002, MorningStar Music, 60-7001 
SATB, opt. Children’s Choir, Organ, Trumpet 
 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God – M ............... Psalm 91 
EIN FESTE BURG/Kyle Pederson, arr. 
© 2001, Galaxy Music Corp, 1.3573 
SATB, Electric Guitar, Piano 
 
Praise the Lord – E ...................................... Psalm 146 
Trad. Cameroon/Ralph M. Johnson, arr. 
© 1994, earthsongs, S-45 
SATB, a cappella, Percussion 
 
Poor Man Lazrus – M .......................................... Luke 
African-American Spiritual/Jester Hairston, arr. 
© 1950, Bourne Music Co., S-1001 
SATB, a cappella 
 

-- Youth and Children – 
 
Rock My Soul – E ................................................. Luke 
African-American Spiritual/Kinley Lange, arr. 
© 2005, Choristers Guild, CGA 1058 
SAB, Piano 
 
Prayer for Mercy (Mass for Treble Voices) – E ... Luke 
Allen Pote 
© 2011, Choristers Guild, CGA 1253 
2-Part, Piano

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

There is no poverty so great as that of the prosperous,  

no wretchedness so dismal as affluence. 

—THOMAS MERTON, Journals, Book 5 

+  +  + 

 

Shine upon my ways. May I this day get nearer heaven. May I feel at its close that I have 

done something for God— something to promote the great end for which existence was 

given me— the glory of Thy holy name. Amen.  

— JOHN MACDUFF (1818-1895) 

 

http://faithelement.net/
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 (based on Psalm 91) 

In this place we gather together; 

We lay aside our fears and doubts. 

In the shelter of the Most High, 

Abiding in the shadow of the Almighty. 

“Our refuge and our fortress;  

our God, in whom we trust.”     

Under his wings we will find refuge; 

God’s faithfulness is a shield and defense. 

O Lord, Those who love You, You will deliver; 

    You will protect those who know Your name. 

When they call to You, You will answer them; 

    You will be with them in trouble, 

    You will rescue them and honor them. 

With long life You will satisfy them 

    and show them Your salvation. 

Amen. 

 —Dalen C. Jackson* 

 

+  +  + 

 

LITANY 
 (based on 1 Peter 6:6-19) 

Lord, help us to take hold of the life that really is life. 

May we be content with food and clothing. 

May we avoid the love of money—a root of all kinds of evil. 

May we pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, 

gentleness. 

May we fight the good fight of the faith. 

May we take hold of the eternal life to which we were called.  

May we keep God’s commandment without spot or blame. 

May we not be haughty. 

May we not set our hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather 

on God. 

May we do good. 

May we be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share. 

May we store up the treasure of a good foundation for the future. 

May we take hold of the life that really is life. 

—DCJ 

 

http://faithelement.net/
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All that is prayed for and believed is confirmed in the action of God.  

God enters our lives and acts in ways that meet every need. Blessings are exchanged. 

—EUGENE PETERSON, Praying with the Psalms 

+  +  + 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Lord, as we bring our offerings to you, we ask that you help us let go of the fear that 

causes us to hold tightly to the things we have. Give us an awareness of those who have 

needs we can help fill. Give us a vision for how we can invest our money, our time, our 

lives in things that really matter in your kingdom. We ask your blessing on these 

offerings, that they might be used to give comfort, and nurture, and hope. Amen. 

—DCJ 

 

+  +  + 

 

The Lord pours eyesight on the blind; 

the Lord supports the fainting mind; 

he sends the laboring conscience peace; 

he helps the stranger in distress, 

the widow and the parentless, 

and grants the prisoner sweet release. 

—ISAAC WATTS, “I’ll Praise My Maker,” 1719, alt. 

 

+  +  + 

 

BENEDICTION 

And now may we go in faith, trusting in God who cares for the 

poor and protects those who call out for help. May we invest 

our lives each day in the hope of God’s presence, with a vision 

for God’s kingdom on earth—in the people and places and 

events we encounter all along the way. Amen. 

—DCJ 

 

 
* Thanks to Dalen C. Jackson for contributions to this week’s prayers and liturgies.  

Dalen is Academic Dean and Professor of Biblical Studies, Baptist Seminary of Kentucky, Georgetown, Kentucky. 

http://faithelement.net/
https://bsk.edu/
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