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March 7, 2021: Third Sunday in Lent, Year B 
 

Color:        Purple 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Exodus 20:1-17 (God gives Moses the Ten Commandments on Sinai) 

Psalm 19 (The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes) 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (In Christ crucified, the wisdom of God is discerned) 

John 2:13-22 (Jesus' cleansing of the temple) 

Themes:        Commandments, Wisdom, Creation, God's Word, Cross, Worship 
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is John 2:13-22 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes. 

 

Alas, and Did My Savior Bleed (AVON; MARTYRDOM) .................................................................................... 1 Corinthians 

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (EDEN CHURCH; REGENT SQUARE; WESTMINSTER ABBEY) .................. 1 Corinthians, John 

From All That Dwell Below the Skies (DUKE STREET; OLD 100
TH

; LASST UNS ERFREUEN; YOUNG) ................................... Psalms 

God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens (HOLY MANNA) ................................................................................... Psalms 

God of Creation, All Powerful, All Wise (SLANE) .................................................................................................... Psalms 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (FAITHFULNESS) ................................................................................................................ Psalms 

How Great Thou Art (O STORE GUD) .................................................................................. Exodus, Psalms, 1 Corinthians 

I Danced In the Morning (SIMPLE GIFTS) .................................................................................................................... John 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God (ELLACOMBE; FOREST GREEN) ................................................................................. Exodus 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory (RATHBUN) ...................................................................................................... 1 Corinthians 

Inspired By Love and Anger (SALLEY GARDENS) ........................................................................................................... John 

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun (DUKE STREET) ................................................................................................ Psalms 

Lift High the Cross (CRUCIFER)  .......................................................................................... Exodus, Psalms, 1 Corinthians 

O For a Closer Walk With God (AVON; BEATITUDO; CAITHNESS) ................................................................................ Exodus 

O God, Who Gives Us Life and Breath (NOEL) ...................................................................................................... Exodus 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (HAMBURG; ROCKINGHAM) ................................................................................ Mark 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475579127
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475579233
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475579592
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475579635
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/alas_and_did_my_savior_bleed
https://hymnary.org/text/christ_is_made_the_sure_foundation
https://hymnary.org/text/from_all_that_dwell_below_the_skies
https://hymnary.org/text/god_who_stretched_the_spangled_heavens
https://hymnary.org/text/god_of_creation_allpowerful_all_wise
https://hymnary.org/text/great_is_thy_faithfulness_o_god_my_fathe
https://hymnary.org/text/o_lord_my_god_when_i_in_awesome_wonder
https://hymnary.org/text/i_danced_in_the_morning_when_the
https://hymnary.org/text/i_sing_the_mighty_power_of_god
https://hymnary.org/text/in_the_cross_of_christ_i_glory_towering
https://hymnary.org/text/inspired_by_love_and_anger
https://hymnary.org/text/jesus_shall_reign_whereer_the_sun
https://hymnary.org/text/come_christians_follow_where_our_savior
https://hymnary.org/text/o_for_a_closer_walk_with_god
https://hymnary.org/text/o_god_who_gives_us_life_and_breath
https://hymnary.org/text/when_i_survey_the_wondrous_cross_watts
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
All Things Bright and Beautiful – ME ............... Psalms 
John Rutter 
© 2015, Oxford Univ. Press, 978-0-1934-0734-3 
SATB, Piano (Orchestration available) 
 
At the Cross – M .................................... 1 Corinthians 
HUDSON/Theola Baker, arr. 
© 2006, GIA Publications, G-6784 
SATB, Piano 
 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus – M ............ 1 Corinthians 
ST. CHRISTOPHER/Mark Shepperd, arr. 
© 2014, MorningStar Music, MSM-50-3465 
SATB, Piano 
 
God Is Seen – MD ............................................. Psalms 
CAPTAIN KIDD/Alice Parker, arr. 
© 1967, Lawson-Gould, 51333 
SATB, a cappella 
 
The Heavens Are Telling – MD ......................... Psalms 
from “Creation,” Franz Joseph Haydn  
G. Schirmer, 12401 (also as CPDL #06929) 
SATB, Soprano, Bass, Tenor Solos, Keyboard 
 
O Holy Jesus – M .................................... Exodus, John 
Jonathan Willcocks 
© 1998, Lorenz Publishing, 10/4816L 
SAB, Organ, opt. Flute, Clarinet, Strings 
 
 

Open My Eyes – ME ........................................ Exodus 
Benedetto Marcello/Dale Grotenhuis, arr. 
© 2004, World Library Publications, 008761 
2-Part (Any), Keyboard 
 
Whatever God Ordains Is Right – E ................ Exodus 
WAS GOTT TUT/Gary Matheny, arr. 
© 1987, GIA Publications, G-2959 
SATB, Organ 
 
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross – E ........... 1 Cor. 
ROCKINGHAM/Alfred V. Fedak, arr. 
© 2000, Selah Publications, 425-350 
2-Part Mixed, Organ 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 

The Heavens Are Telling – M ........................... Psalms 
Mark Patterson 
© 2018, Choristers Guild, CGA1581 
SAB, Piano 
 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee – E  ................... Psalms 
HYMN TO JOY/Walter Pelz, arr. 
© 2001, Choristers Guild, CGA899 
Unison/2-Part, Organ, opt. Clarinet, Congregation 
 
God Called Moses – E ...................................... Exodus 
John D. Horman 
© 2001, Choristers Guild, CGA907 
Unison (opt. 2-Part), Narrator, Keyboard

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

Creator God, 

yearning and striving  

to bring harmony out of chaos, 

so fill with your Wisdom  

the inscape of our being, 

and so move with the Wind of your presence  

among the landscapes of our world, 

that the Earth may reflect the glory  

and wonder of the universe, 

transfigured in the image of Jesus Christ,  

at one with you in the cost of creating. 

— JIM COTTER, Psalms for a Pilgrim People 

http://faithelement.net/
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

 
O God, the source of eternal light:  

shed forth your unending day  

upon us who watch for you: 

that our lips may praise you 

that our lives may bless you,  

and that our worship may glorify you;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

— BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, adapted 

+  +  + 

 
CENTERING PRAYER

Draw near to us, Loving One, as we draw near to you. 

Clear away the things that distract us,  

so we can sink deep into these moments. 

May we be still and listen for your voice. 

May we be quiet and discern the wisdom of your ways. 

May we be fully here, longing for the desires of our hearts  

to be pleasing to you, our guiding Presence and Light. Amen. 

— Monica Citty Hix* 

+  +  + 

 

Words like “God” and “Spirit” so easily tempt us to overlook the “word became 

flesh and dwelled among us.” 

— HENRI J.M. NOUWEN, Love, Henri: Letters on the Spiritual Life 

+  +  + 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

 

Lord, enter in with your word. Turn over the foolish constructs of our 

wisdom and open our eyes to the wisdom of your foolishness.  

Purify us that we may become in both buildings and bodies true 

houses of prayer where you are glorified and all are welcome. Amen. 

— Warren Howell 

 

http://faithelement.net/
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER OF CONFESSION and WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

 

God desires us. The Source of life seeks after us and longs for deep communion with us.  

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul. 

Too often we are caught up in patterns that hinder our ability to live in the way of Love. 

We cling to gods of power and possessions, fear and scarcity.  

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul. 

We embrace the foolishness of the world. Hosting tables of exclusion, we make enemies 

of one another. We sever the threads of connection to the earth and its peoples. 

The word of Love is clear, enlightening the eyes. 

God instructs us to overturn the practices and systems that block our path to 

wholeness; to awaken to our own participation in the ways of destruction. 

The word of Love is clear, enlightening the eyes. 

Cleanse us, O God, from our hidden faults. Clear away the values and voices of our 

culture that take over our minds like a virus. 

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul. 

God invites us to a rhythm of life rooted in Love’s way; to walk in peace upon the earth 

and with one another. 

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul. 

May God deepen our desire to live on this path of Love, cultivating beauty and 

wholeness within us and among us.  

The law of Love is perfect, reviving the soul. 

 

God, who is gracious and compassionate, never gives up on creation. Even when we do 

harm to ourselves and to one another. Even when we destroy the earth. God continues 

to pursue us, to offer us forgiveness, to restore us and to reveal a better way. 

The God of Love forgives us and embraces us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

— MCH 

 

+  +  + 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

May God who seeks the wholeness of all creation guide your steps, enlighten your eyes, open 

your ears to the music of creation, energize your voice with cries for justice, soften your heart 

towards compassion, and unfold a path sweet as honey before you. Amen. 

— MCH 

 
 

* Thanks to Monica Citty Hix for her contributions to today’s prayers and liturgies.  

Monica is Founding Director of Inner Ground (innerground.org), 

a nonprofit whose mission is to nourish the human heart and spirit through contemplative practices and expressive arts.  

She also serves as Minister of Music at First Friends Meeting (Quaker), Greensboro, NC. 

http://faithelement.net/
http://www.innerground.org/
http://firstfriendsmeeting.org/
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March 14, 2021: Fourth Sunday in Lent, Year B 
 

Color:        Purple 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Numbers 21:4-9 (Moses lifts up of a serpent in the wilderness) 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (Give thanks to the Lord who saves from distress) 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (Saved by God's grace through faith) 

John 3:14-21 (Like Moses' serpent, the lifting up of the Son of Man) 

Themes:        Wilderness, Healing, Forgiveness, Thanksgiving, Grace, Love of God 
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is John 3:14-21 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes. 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (CORONATION; DIADEM; MILES LANE) .............................................................. Ephesians 

All the Way My Savior Leads Me (ALL THE WAY)................................................................................................. Numbers 

Amazing Grace (NEW BRITAIN) ..................................................................................................................Ephesians, John 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (NETTLETON) ........................................................................... Numbers, Ephesians 

Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries (MORNING SONG) .................................................................................. Psalms 

Grace Greater Than Our Sin (MOODY) .............................................................................................................. Ephesians 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (CWM RHONDDA) ........................................................................................... Numbers 

I Will Sing the Wondrous Story (HYFRYDOL; WONDROUS STORY) ............................................................. Psalms, Ephesians 

Lead Me, Guide Me (LEAD ME, GUIDE ME) .......................................................................................................... Numbers 

Lift High the Cross (CRUCIFER)  ..................................................................................................... Numbers, Psalms, John 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee (OLIVET) ......................................................................................................... Numbers, John 

Thank You, Lord (THANK YOU, LORD) ....................................................................................................................... Psalms 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (IN BABILONE; WELLESLEY) ........................................................................... Ephesians 

To God Be the Glory (TO GOD BE THE GLORY) ................................................................................................. Psalms, John 

What Wondrous Love Is This (WONDROUS LOVE) ....................................................................................................... John 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476531758
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476532352
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476532539
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476532827
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/all_hail_the_power_of_jesus_name_let
https://hymnary.org/text/all_the_way_my_savior_leads_me
https://hymnary.org/text/amazing_grace_how_sweet_the_sound
https://hymnary.org/text/come_thou_fount_of_every_blessing
https://hymnary.org/text/give_thanks_to_god_who_hears_our_cries
https://hymnary.org/text/marvelous_grace_of_our_loving_lord
https://hymnary.org/text/guide_me_o_thou_great_jehovah
https://hymnary.org/text/i_will_sing_the_wondrous_story_of_the
https://hymnary.org/text/i_am_weak_and_i_need_your_strength_and
https://hymnary.org/text/come_christians_follow_where_our_savior
https://hymnary.org/text/my_faith_looks_up_to_thee
https://hymnary.org/text/thank_you_lord_thank_you_lord_thank
https://hymnary.org/text/theres_a_wideness_in_gods_mercy
https://hymnary.org/text/to_god_be_the_glory_great_things_he_hath
https://hymnary.org/text/what_wondrous_love_is_this_o_my_soul_o_m
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Amazing Grace – M ..................................... Ephesians 
NEW BRITAIN/Keith McCutchen, arr. 
© 2003, earthsongs, S-200 
SATB, Piano 
 
Bless Now, O God the Journey – M ............. Numbers 
LLANGLOFFAN/Anne Krentz Organ, arr. 
© 2007, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-7895-1  
2-Part Mixed, Keyboard 
 
God So Loved the World – E ............. Ephesians, John 
Stephan Casurella 
© 2020, Augsburg Fortress, 978-1-5064-6535-7 
Unison/Descant, Organ 
 
God So Loved the World – MD ......... Ephesians, John 
Bob Chilcott 
© 1999, Oxford University Press, BC29 
SATB, Soprano Solo, A Cappella 
 
God So Loved the World – ME .......... Ephesians, John 
John Stainer 
© G. Schirmer, 3798 (also as CPDL #46794) 
SATB, A Cappella 
 
I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me – E ....................... Psalms 
African-American Spiritual/John Helgen, arr. 
© 2004, Kjos Music, 5771 
SAB, Opt. Solo, Piano 
 
 
 

O Bone Jesu (O Blessed Jesu) – M .............. Ephesians 
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina/P. Liebergen, ed. 
© 1989, Carl Fischer, CM 8299 
SATB, A Cappella 
 
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling – M ............. John 
THOMPSON/David Cherwien, arr. 
© 2007, MorningStar Music, MSM-50-6304 
SATB, Solo, A Cappella 
 
There Is a Green Hill Far Away – E .... Ephesians, John 
THE TURTLE DOVE/Bradley Ellingboe, arr. 
© 1997, Kjos Music, 6765 
2-Part Mixed, Piano 
 
The Tree of Life – M ............................................ John 
SHADES MOUNTAIN/K. Lee Scott 
© 1987, MorningStar Music, MSM-50-6304 
SATB, Organ, Opt. Handbells, Brass (5) 
 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 
 
I Will Choose Christ – M ...................................... John 
Tom Booth 
© 1991, OCP, 10592 
SAB, Opt. Solos, Piano 
 
God So Loved the World – E  .............................. John 
John D. Horman 
© 2008,1988, Choristers Guild, CGA447 
Unison/2-Part, Piano, Opt. Flute (also available SATB) 
 

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 
 

Christ has sanctified the desert and the wilderness shines with promise. The 

land is first in simplicity and strength. I had never before spoken freely or so 

intimately with woods, hills, buds, water and sky. On this great day, however, 

they understood their position and they remained mute in the presence of the 

Beloved. Only His light was obvious and eloquent.  

— THOMAS MERTON, Entering the Silence 

 

Peace and love are always alive in us,  

but we are not always alive to peace and love. 

— JULIAN OF NORWICH, Revelations of Divine Love 

http://faithelement.net/


Faithelement Resources for Worship   |     faithelement.net   |    Page 3 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
(based on Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 and Ephesians 2:1-10) 

 
O give thanks to the Lord! 

For God is good! 

O give thanks to the Lord! 

God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the Lord! 

For God is rich in mercy. 

O give thanks to the Lord! 

God’s grace and kindness give us life. 

— Laura Edgar* 

 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 
(after John 3:14-21) 

Healing God, our eyes are drawn to you even as you were lifted up on a cross as an outpouring of your 

great mercy. Shine the light of your redemption upon us that our hearts may know the warmth of your 

steadfast love, and that we would turn from choosing our ways to following your ways — from walking in 

the way of death to walking in the way of life. We pray this in your life-giving name. Amen. 

— Warren Howell 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 
(Based on Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 and Numbers 21:4-9) 

Gather us to you, from north  

and south, east and west: 

Your love endures forever. 

When we are impatient, remind us: 

Your love endures forever. 

When we are in trouble, deliver us: 

Your love endures forever. 

We give thanks and sing songs of joy: 

Your love endures forever! 

— LE 

 
+  +  + 

 

The highest love of all finds its fulfilment not in what it keeps, but in what it gives. 

— FATHER ANDREW SDC, Seven Words from the Cross 

 

http://faithelement.net/
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION and WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
(Based on all passages) 

God of saving grace,  

We confess that we grow impatient walking through the wilderness. It seems so much is 

against us, and we keep asking, “Why?” In our trouble and our distress, we wonder where 

you are, O God. We claim to walk in the light, but the truth is, we love the darkness. There is 

so much we want to hide. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, walks with us, guiding us to light. 

God of steadfast love, 

We confess that as the church, we have not loved our neighbors. We are called  to love as 

you love the world, yet we find it easier to draw lines between “us” and “them.” We judge 

and condemn, close our eyes and turn our backs. 

But God, who is rich in mercy, comes for us all, gathering ALL in redeeming love. 

God of enduring hope,  

We confess that it feels like the whole world is near the gates of death. Death from illness, 

tragedy, and injustice. Death from the poison of hate. Death from our trespasses and sins. 

Death of our hopes and dreams.  

But God, who is rich in mercy, calls us to life, making us alive with Christ. 

Out of your great love for us, you make us alive again and again. Give us strength to walk with 

you. Deepen our love for you and your world. Draw us into your work of light and love and life. 

Amen. 

+  +  + 

 

Out of the great love and immeasurable riches of God’s grace, we are forgiven. We are what God 

has made us: alive together with Christ, created for good, loved beyond measure. Amen! 

— LE 

 

+  +  + 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

As you leave from this time, go confidently as people of light, following God’s example of love for 

all and condemnation for none.  And may the peace of the Lord be always with you. Amen. 

— WH 

 

 
 

* Thanks to Laura Edgar for her contributions to today’s prayers and liturgies. 

Laura serves as Associate Pastor for Youth, College, and Young Adults 

Auburn First Baptist Church, Auburn, Alabama. 

 

http://faithelement.net/
http://www.auburnfbc.org/
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March 21, 2021: Fifth Sunday in Lent, Year B 
 

Color:        Purple 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 (A new covenant written not on stone but upon the heart) 

Psalm 51:1-12 (Create in me a clean heart, O God) 

Hebrews 5:5-10 (Through suffering Christ becomes salvation's source) 

John 12:20-33 (The grain of wheat must die to bear fruit) 

Themes:        Covenant, Mercy, Forgiveness, Jesus the Savior, Sacrifice, Resurrection 
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is John 12:20-33 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes. 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name (CORONATION; DIADEM; MILES LANE) .............................................................. Ephesians 

All the Way My Savior Leads Me (ALL THE WAY)................................................................................................. Numbers 

Amazing Grace (NEW BRITAIN) ..................................................................................................................Ephesians, John 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (NETTLETON) ........................................................................... Numbers, Ephesians 

Give Thanks to God Who Hears Our Cries (MORNING SONG) .................................................................................. Psalms 

Grace Greater Than Our Sin (MOODY) .............................................................................................................. Ephesians 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah (CWM RHONDDA) ........................................................................................... Numbers 

I Will Sing the Wondrous Story (HYFRYDOL; WONDROUS STORY) ............................................................. Psalms, Ephesians 

In the Bulb (Hymn of Promise) (PROMISE) ................................................................................................................. John 

Lead Me, Guide Me (LEAD ME, GUIDE ME) .......................................................................................................... Numbers 

Lift High the Cross (CRUCIFER)  ..................................................................................................... Numbers, Psalms, John 

Thank You, Lord (THANK YOU, LORD) ....................................................................................................................... Psalms 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy (IN BABILONE; WELLESLEY) ........................................................................... Ephesians 

To God Be the Glory (TO GOD BE THE GLORY) ................................................................................................. Psalms, John 

What Wondrous Love Is This (WONDROUS LOVE) ....................................................................................................... John 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475583342
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475583383
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=475583471
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476785703
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/all_hail_the_power_of_jesus_name_let
https://hymnary.org/text/all_the_way_my_savior_leads_me
https://hymnary.org/text/amazing_grace_how_sweet_the_sound
https://hymnary.org/text/come_thou_fount_of_every_blessing
https://hymnary.org/text/give_thanks_to_god_who_hears_our_cries
https://hymnary.org/text/marvelous_grace_of_our_loving_lord
https://hymnary.org/text/guide_me_o_thou_great_jehovah
https://hymnary.org/text/i_will_sing_the_wondrous_story_of_the
https://hymnary.org/text/in_the_bulb_there_is_a_flower
https://hymnary.org/text/i_am_weak_and_i_need_your_strength_and
https://hymnary.org/text/come_christians_follow_where_our_savior
https://hymnary.org/text/thank_you_lord_thank_you_lord_thank
https://hymnary.org/text/theres_a_wideness_in_gods_mercy
https://hymnary.org/text/to_god_be_the_glory_great_things_he_hath
https://hymnary.org/text/what_wondrous_love_is_this_o_my_soul_o_m
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
At the Name of Jesus – M ................... Hebrews, John 
KING’S WESTON/Ralph Vaughan Williams 
© 2006, Oxford University Press, 978-0-193-8510-16 
SATB, Organ 
 
Breathe On Me, Breath of God – MD ...... Jer., Psalms 
Philip Wilby 
© 2007, RSCM/GIA, G-8197 
SATB, Solo, Organ 
 
Create In Me – ME ............................................ Psalms 
Terre Johnson 
© 2014 MorningStar Music, MSM-50-6304  
SATB, Piano 
 
Create In Me, O God – M ................................. Psalms 
Johannes Brahms 
© G. Schirmer, 7504 (also as CPDL #00047) 
SATBB, A Cappella 
 
Drop, Drop, Slow Tears – M ............................. Psalms 
Orlando Gibbons 
Public Domain, CPDL# 12337 
SSATB, A Cappella 
 
Hear Me, Redeemer (Anthem In a Gospel Style) 
– E ..................................................................... Psalms 
Henry Mollicone 
© 1979, 1989 EC Schirmer, 4511 
SATB, Solo, Piano 
 
 
 

O Jesus, I Have Promised – E .............................. John 
Tim Shaw 
© 2015, Beckenhorst Press, BP 2078 
SATB, Piano 
 
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian – MD ... Hebrews, John 
African-American Spiritual/Moses Hogan, arr. 
© 1996, Hal Leonard Corp, 8703140 
SATB, A Cappella 
 
The Pure In Heart – M ...................................... Psalms 
Patrick Hawes (from Beatitudes) 
© 2016, Walton Music, WW1648 
SATB (divisi), Piano 
 
Write Your Blessed Name – ME ................... Jeremiah 
K. Lee Scott 
© 1989, Hope Publishing, A632 
SATB, Piano (also available in SAB) 
 
 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 
 
Agnus Dei – M .................................................. Psalms 
Sandra Howard 
© 2001, Bri-Lee Music, BL282 
SAB, Piano 
 
Hymn of Promise – E  .......................................... John 
Natalie Sleeth/Bradley Ellingboe, arr. 
© 2007, Choristers Guild, CGA1120 
Unison, Piano, Opt. Flute 
 

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

This is the place of encounter, where God moves toward us. 

And together, we move toward God. 

It is a place of covenant, the promise of the love of God. 

It is a place of confession, forgiveness, grace, and renewal. 

We are here. God is here. Welcome to the meeting. 

 

+  +  + 

 

Graceful existence integrates present, past, and future. 

— SAM KEEN, To a Dancing God 
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CALL TO WORSHIP  
(Adapted from Psalm 51) 

 
O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise; 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

Put a new and right spirit within me; 

God of mercy and steadfast love, 

Enliven in me joy of your salvation  

and sustain in me a willing spirit.  

— Heather Thum-Gerber* 

 

+  +  + 

 

GATHERING PRAYER

Loving God, Promised Presence, you walk with us, suffer with us, and suffer because of us. You know, like 

no other, the full cost of love and yet you gladly pay it on our behalf, revealing your nature once and for 

all in Jesus of the Cross. Make us bold to also carry our cross and face with courage what comes our way 

because of the covenant of your love -- ever with us, leading us, and redeeming us. Amen. 

— Warren Howell* 

+  +  + 

 

 There is not a flower that opens, not a seed that falls into the 

ground, and not an ear of wheat that nods on the end of its stalk in the 

wind that does not preach and proclaim the greatness and mercy of 

God to the whole world.  

 There is not an act of kindness or generosity, not an act of sacrifice 

done, or a word of peace and gentleness spoken, not a child’s prayer 

uttered, that does not sing hymns to God. 

— THOMAS MERTON, The Seven Storey Mountain 

+  +  + 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMIATION

Glorious God, prepare our hearts and minds for the planting of your word. That 

through your spirit what is planted will grow and guide us to be your faithful 

people of the covenant today and in the days ahead. Amen. 

— HT-G 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of covenants, you have faithfully kept your promises to us, but we have 

not been as committed. Our commitment falters when we fail, intentionally or 

not, to respond to the hurting in our world, when we do not love our neighbors 

as ourselves, or when we ignore to use our places of privilege to bring justice. 

Forgive us, merciful God, and write in our hearts your law so that we may more 

fully be your covenantal people through Christ our savior. Amen.   

— HT-G 

 
 

+  +  + 

 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
(Inspired by Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

 

God, through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, established a new covenant. In that 

new covenantal promise we are forgiven of our iniquity and God remembers our sin no more.  

Let us rejoice that we know the God of grace.   

All: Thanks be to God! 

— HT-G 

 

+  +  + 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

In your journeys from this place, God journeys with you. 

In your speaking as you leave, God speaks through you. 

In your laughing, God laughs, and in your crying, God cries. 

In your striving, God strives with you. 

In your suffering, God suffers with you. 

In your lying down and in your rising, God is with you too. 

And in your homecoming, God is at home in you.  

The peace and presence of God be with you now, and evermore. 

Amen. 

— WH 

 
 

* Thanks to Heather Thum-Gerber for her contribution to this week’s liturgies. Heather is a Master of Divinity student at 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and Ministry Intern at South Frankfort Presbyterian Church, Frankfort, Kentucky. 

* Warren Howell, editor of Faithelement Resources for Worship.  

He serves as Music Director of South Frankfort Presbyterian Church, Frankfort, Kentucky. 

http://faithelement.net/
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March 28, 2021: Palm/Passion Sunday, Year B 
 

Color:        Purple/Scarlet, or Red 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

LITURGY OF THE PALMS 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord) 

Mark 11:1-11 (Hosanna! The people cry as Jesus rides on a donkey) 

LITURGY OF THE PASSION 

Isaiah 50:4-9a (The suffering servant of the Lord) 

Philippians 2:5-11 (Christ Jesus: humbled to the point of death on a cross) 

Mark 15:1-47 (The passion of the Lord) 

Themes:        Praise, Festal Entry, Rejection, Mind of Christ, Communion, Crucifixion 
 

The FOCAL PASSAGE on Faithelement’s podcast for this week is Mark 15:1-47 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information. The tunes listed here 
are the ones most commonly associated with the texts, and the biblical/thematic references suggest the hymn’s 
association with the morning’s scriptures or themes. 

 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ST. THEODULPH) ........................................................................................... Psalms, Mark 11 

All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine (SINE NOMINE) .............................................................................. Philippians 

At the Name of Jesus (KING’S WESTON; BARBARA) ............................................................................................. Philippians 

A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd (CHRISTIAN LOVE) ................................................................. Psalms, Mark 11 and 15 

Go to Dark Gethsemane (READHEAD NO. 76) ....................................................................................................... Mark 15 

The Head that Once Was Crowned With Thorns (AZMON; ST. MAGNUS)  ......................................... Philippians, Mark 15 

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (ELLACOMBE) .................................................................................................... Psalms, Mark 11 

Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates (TRURO) ..................................................................................... Psalms, Mark 11 

My Song Is Love Unknown (LOVE UNKNOWN) ....................................................................... Isaiah, Philippians, Mark 15 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (PASSION CHORALE) .............................................................. Isaiah, Philippians, Mark 15 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty (ST. DROSTANE; WINCHESTER NEW) ............................................................... Psalms, Mark 11 

What Wondrous Love Is This (WONDROUS LOVE) .............................................................................. Philippians, Mark 15 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (HAMBURG; ROCKINGHAM) ........................................................................... Mark 15 

With Waving Palms and Shouts of Praise (FOREST GREEN) ..................................................................... Psalms, Mark 11 

Were You There (WERE YOU THERE) ..................................................................................................................... Mark 15 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476536195
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476536340
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476536542
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476536704
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=476536748
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/all_glory_laud_and_honor
https://hymnary.org/text/all_praise_to_thee_for_thou_o_king_divin
https://hymnary.org/text/at_the_name_of_jesus_every_knee_noel
https://hymnary.org/text/a_cheering_chanting_dizzy_crowd
https://hymnary.org/text/go_to_dark_gethsemane
https://hymnary.org/text/the_head_that_once_was_crowned_with_thor
https://hymnary.org/text/hosanna_loud_hosanna_the_little_children
https://hymnary.org/text/lift_up_your_heads_ye_mighty_gates_behol
https://hymnary.org/text/my_song_is_love_unknown
https://hymnary.org/text/o_sacred_head_now_wounded
https://hymnary.org/text/ride_on_ride_on_in_majesty
https://hymnary.org/text/what_wondrous_love_is_this_o_my_soul_o_m
https://hymnary.org/text/when_i_survey_the_wondrous_cross_watts
https://hymnary.org/text/with_waving_palms_and_shouts_of_praise
https://hymnary.org/all?qu=Were+You+There
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
Antiphonal Hosanna – E ................... Psalms, Mark 11 
G. Alan Smith/Jack Schrader, arr. 
© 1983, 2004, Hope Publishing, C5262 
SATB, Children’s Choir, Piano 
 
Draw Nigh to Jerusalem – M ......................... Mark 11 
David H. Williams 
© 1956, H.W. Gray, 2410 
SATB, Organ 
 
Go to Dark Gethsemane – E ....... Philippians, Mark 15 
Gilbert Martin 
© 1968 Theodore Presser, 312-40618 
Unison, Organ 
 
He Is King of Kings – M .............................. Philippians 
African-American Spiritual/Alice Parker, arr. 
© 1995 GIA Publications, G-4234 
SATB, Solo, A Cappella 
 
Hosanna! Blessed Is He – E .............. Psalms, Mark 11 
Christian Gregor/Hal H. Hopson, arr. 
© 2013, Choristers Guild, CGA1360 
SATB, Children’s Choir, Keyboard 
 
Lamb of God – ME .............................. Isaiah, Mark 15 
Nikolaus Decius/F. Melius Christiansen, arr. 
© 1961, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-5259-3 
SATB, A Cappella 
 
My Eternal King – M ............. Philippians, Mark 11, 15 
Jane Marshall 
© 1954, C. Fischer, CM 6752 
SATB, Organ 
 

My Song Is Love Unknown – ME .... Isaiah, Philippians 
John Ireland/Donald Busarow, arr. 
© 1978, Concordia Publishing, 98-2336 
SAB, Organ 
 
O Vos Omnes – MD ............................ Isaiah, Mark 15 
Blake R. Hanson 
© 2006, GIA Publications, G-6483 
SSATB, A Cappella 
 
Sing Hosanna! Sannanina! – M ........ Psalms, Mark 11 
South African Traditional/Nancy Grundahl, arr. 
© 2006, Augsburg Fortress, 978-0-8006-3872-6 
SATB, Percussion 
 
They Crucified My Lord – M .......................... Mark 15 
African American Spiritual/Michael Burkhardt, arr. 
© 2016, MorningStar Music, MSM-50-3054 
Solo, SATB, Organ, Handbells, Opt. Timpani 
 

– YOUTH and CHILDREN – 

Note: multi-generational anthems included above in 
“Antiphonal Hosanna” and “Hosanna! Blessed Is He.” 

 
Ride On! – M ................................................. Mark 11 
African American Spiritual/Taylor Davis, arr. 
© 2007, Choristers Guild, CGA1116 
SATB, Piano 
 
Lift Up Your Heads – E  ..................... Psalms, Mark 11 
Jody Lindh 
© 1987, Choristers Guild, CGA420 
Unison/2-Part, Piano, Opt. Percussion, Synthesizer 
 

 

 ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 

As long as homo sapiens (the “thinking beings”)  

have been aware of an Otherness in their world,  

they have gathered to worship.  

So today, with our countless ancestors  

of all ages, we enter here,  

these “gates of righteousness” seeking God.  

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you! 

— RUSS DEAN* 

http://faithelement.net/
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THREE CALLS TO WORSHIP 

 
(MARK 11, MATTHEW 4 & 5, JOHN 14) 

On that day so long ago,  

 the crowds shouted their joy: 

Hosanna! Blessed is the one  

 who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Let us share their faith that God does come among 

us with blessings of comfort and encouragement. 

Hosanna! Blessed is the one  

 who comes in the name of the Lord! 

On this day of remembrance,  

 let us celebrate our own joy: 

Hosanna! Blessed is the one  

 who comes in the name of the Lord! 

And let us remember that Jesus calls his disciples 

 “the light of the world,” and invites us to 

 “follow,” to do as he has done – even “greater 

 works” – because he has shown us the way. 

Hosanna! Blessed is the one  

 who comes in the name of the Lord! 

This is a day of celebration – and of challenge: 

Hosanna! Blessed is the one  

 who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 

 

 

(MATTHEW 16 [NON-LECTIONARY TEXT], ISAIAH 50) 

Jesus said, “If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and 

follow me.” 

The Lord God helps me: I have “set my face,” 

steeled my courage for the challenge; 

“For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

The one who vindicates us is near: Let us stand 

together; we will not be put to shame. 

 

+ + + 

 

(MARK 12 [NON-LECTIONARY TEXT], PHILIPPIANS 2) 

Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your 

mind.” 

We say, “Mind your manners…” “Don’t mind him…” 

“If you put your mind to it…” 

So, let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, 

That we might love as he loved, emptying 

ourselves, serving one another, humbling 

ourselves, giving all. 

“Love the Lord your God with all your mind” – 

The mind of Christ. 

 

TWO GATHERING PRAYERS

ON CHRIST’S ENTRY TO JERUSALEM 

With those crowds of long ago,  

we gather today hoping for something special.  

They wanted a miracle, a healer,  

 a savior, a king.  

All they got was Jesus.  

As we gather may God temper our expectations,  

 our wants in the fire of faith.  

All we will get is Jesus, too.  

May the triumph of his love always be enough. 

Amen. 

ON CHRIST’S PASSION 

We come together in these moments to worship, 

and worship begins in humility – brave but honest 

humility. In the humility of weakness we gather, for 

God’s power is made perfect in weakness. In the 

humility of community we gather, for where two or 

three are together, Christ is with us. In the humility 

of Christ’s example we gather, for only those who 

will lose their life will find it. We come together in 

these moments to worship. May God give us 

strength, for we are the body of Christ. 

http://faithelement.net/
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THREE PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

PALM SUNDAY 

O God – how we love a parade!  

The thrill of a crowd waiting,  

 anticipating,  

 then the gathering noise,  

 then the cheering, the shouts, the waving.  

And then it’s over. And we go home and just get by 

until the circus comes to town. Why this need for the 

sensational, the spectacular?  

May God steady our desires and open our eyes to 

truth and love and goodness, coming our way, every 

day. Amen. 

 

ON PHILIPPIANS 2 

Our culture, like all earthly cultures, values those 

who are exalted. We value strength and power, 

fame and fortune. We celebrate the best and the 

brightest, the strongest and the most beautiful. But 

Jesus said the Kingdom of God looks nothing like 

that. The last are first, the greatest will be the 

servant, valleys are raised, mountains are made low. 

When earth is, as it is in heaven, the rough ground 

becomes a level playing field for all.  

 May God forgive us for exalting the values of 

culture over the Kingdom and give us the mind of 

Christ. Amen. 

 

FORGIVE US, O GOD 

Forgive us, O God, for domesticating Jesus – for smoothing his rough edges, explaining 

away his uncomfortable silences, for wrapping him in our flags, labeling him with our 

biases, limiting him by our narrow-mindedness. As we remember his “triumph” that 

day, remind us that he is not “our Jesus” – but yours. Just as mysterious. Just as 

challenging. Just as unpredictable. And just as filled with compassion and forgiveness 

and unconditional love as the one he called “Father.” Forgive us for wanting a tame 

Lord – and give us the wild heart of Jesus, his unquenchable passion, his unrelenting 

love, even today. Amen. 

 

 
TWO PRAYERS OF ILLUMINATION 

 

(ON PSALM 118) 

As our season of Lenten waiting, of sober reflection, 

honest confession builds toward an Easter sunrise, 

we find ourselves expectant and hopeful today. May 

 God open our eyes to every goodness that 

comes our way and to every blessing we might pass 

by, unaware.  

 May God deepen our shallow excitements with 

true faith, a joy that Jesus teaches in triumph and in 

tragedy. 

 God has given us light. Illumine us today – for 

Jesus is coming our way! 

(MARK 15, THE PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS, MATTHEW 5) 

When it was noon on that sad day  

darkness came over the whole land.  

It took the darkness to illumine the light of love:  

“for it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”  

As we remember that darkness,  

may the God of deep and generous Love  

call us to a life of sacrificial giving,  

that our light might shine  

in the dark places of our world. 
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THREE BENEDICTIONS

(NUMBERS 6, PSALM 118) 

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  

May God’s face shine upon you. 

And may God be gracious to you as you go,  

May steadfast love guide you.  

As you go, know that the gates of righteousness 

have been opened to you, opened for you. 

Go through them,  

into the sanctuary of the world  

that your service may be your celebration. 

(ISAIAH 50, PHILIPPIANS 2, MARK 15) 

As you go, go in the example of Christ:  

Setting your face  

to the challenges you will meet, 

Emptying yourself  

as a servant of love,  

Going into the dark places,  

That God’s light may shine through you.  

Take up your cross.  

Be at peace. Amen. 

 

REMEMBER 

As you go, remember when Jesus first came your way. 

Renew that excitement today – 

But the road is long, 

And faith is a promise 

Not just a parade. 

Remember when Jesus first came your way. 

He will be with you always. 

Go in peace. 

 
 

* Thanks to Russ Dean for his contribution of today’s prayers and liturgies. Along with his spouse, Amy Jacks Dean, Russ has 

served as Co-pastor of Park Road Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC since 2000. His new book, “Finding a New Way Home: the 

unlikely path of a reluctant Baptist renegade,” is available from Good Faith Media and Amazon. 

http://faithelement.net/
https://www.parkroadbaptist.org/
https://goodfaithmedia.org/product/finding-a-new-way-home-by-russ-dean/



