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February 2, 2020: Epiphany 4A 
Color:        Green 

Scriptures: [Scripture linked to NRSV at Oremus Bible Browser] 

Micah 6:1-8 (The offering of justice, kindness, and humility) 

Psalm 15 (LORD, who may abide on your holy hill?) 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (Christ crucified, the wisdom and power of God) 

Matthew 5:1-12 (The teaching of Christ: Beatitudes) 

 

Themes:        Justice, Love, Humility, Beatitudes, Cross, Wisdom of God 
 

 

FOCAL Faithelement PASSAGE: Matthew 5:1-12 
(Podcast will be ready 2 weeks before date of use)

 
 

HYMN SUGGESTIONS 

Hymn Suggestions link to Hymnary.org, a searchable resource with a wealth of information regarding writers, 
composers, alternate and associated texts and tunes, corresponding hymn numbers, and more. The tunes listed 
here are the ones most commonly associated with the texts. 

All Who Love and Serve Your City (CHARLESTON; BIRABUS) 

Be Thou My Vision (SLANE) 

Blest Are They, The Poor in Spirit (BLEST ARE THEY, THE POOR IN SPIRIT) 

Bring Forth the Kingdom (YOU ARE SALT OF THE EARTH, O PEOPLE) 

Come! Live in the Light! (We are Called) (WE ARE CALLED)  

I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (I’M GONNA LIVE) 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory (RATHBUN) 

Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak (CANONBURY) 

Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ABBOT’S LEIGH, BEECHER ) 

Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart (MARION)  

We are Marching in the Light of God (SIYAHAMBA) 

What Does the Lord Require (SHARPTHORNE, BISHOPTHORPE) 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (HAMBURG; ROCKINGHAM) 

When the Poor Ones (Cuando el pobre nada tiena) (EL CAMINO) 

Before/During Prayer 
Live In Charity (UBI CARITAS) 

What Does the Lord Require of You? (MOON) 
 
 

http://faithelement.net/
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=442897842
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=442898222
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=442898315
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=442898571
https://hymnary.org/
https://hymnary.org/text/all_who_love_and_serve_your_city
https://hymnary.org/text/be_thou_my_vision_o_lord_of_my_heart
https://hymnary.org/text/blest_are_they_the_poor_in_spirit
https://hymnary.org/text/you_are_salt_for_the_earth_o_people
https://hymnary.org/text/come_live_in_the_light
https://hymnary.org/text/im_gonna_live_so_god_can_use_me
https://hymnary.org/text/in_the_cross_of_christ_i_glory_towering
https://hymnary.org/text/lord_speak_to_me_that_i_may_speak
https://hymnary.org/text/lord_you_give_the_great_commission
https://hymnary.org/text/rejoice_ye_pure_in_heart
https://hymnary.org/text/we_are_marching_in_the_light_of_god
https://hymnary.org/text/what_does_the_lord_require_for_praise_an
https://hymnary.org/text/when_i_survey_the_wondrous_cross_watts
https://hymnary.org/text/when_the_poor_ones_who_have_nothing
https://hymnary.org/text/ubi_caritas_et_amor
https://hymnary.org/text/what_does_the_lord_require_of_you_what_d
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ANTHEMS 
E = Easy, M = Moderate, MD = Moderately Difficult 

 
All My Trials - M ........................................... Matthew 
Traditional Spiritual/Norman Luboff, arr. 
© 1974, Walton Music, W3065 
SATB, Solo, a cappella  
 
Be Thou My Vision - M  ......................... 1 Corinthians 
John Rutter 
© 1989, Oxford University Press; 9780193407350 
SATB, Organ, opt. Chamber Orch. 
 
Blest Are They - E  ........................................ Matthew 
David Haas 
© 1985, GIA Publications, G-2958 
SAB, Solos, Keyboard, opt. Congregation,  
opt. 2 C-Instruments, Guitar 
 
Come By Here - M  ....................................... Matthew 
Traditional Spiritual/Uzee Brown, Jr.  
© 1997, GIA Publications; G-7957 
SATB div., opt. Organ 
 
Eternal Life - M ............................................. Matthew 
Olive Dungan 
© 1950, John Church Co., 322-40018 
SATB, Piano 
 
Let Us Not Become Weary - M  ......................... Micah 
Benjamin Kornelis 
© 2016, MusicSpoke.com 
SATB, Solo, Piano 
 
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian - MD  ................. Psalm 
Traditional Spiritual/Moses Hogan, arr. 
© 1996, Hal Leonard Corp, 08703 
SATB, a cappella 
 
 

Offertory - M  .................................................... Micah 
John Ness Beck 
© 1987, Beckenhorst Press; BP1280 
SATB, Keyboard, opt. String Quartet 
 
The Pure In Heart (from Beatitudes) - E ....... Matthew 
Patrick Hawes 
© 2017, Walton Music, WW1648 
SATB divisi, Piano 
 
Those Who Mourn (from Beatitudes) - E  .... Matthew 
Patrick Hawes 
© 2017, Walton Music, WW1647 
SATB divisi, Piano 
 
We Are Called - E  .............................................. Micah 
David Haas; Mark Hayes, arr. 
© 1988 GIA; © 2014, Hope Publications; C 5896 
SATB, Piano, opt. Violin, Hand Drum 
 

-- youth and children -- 
 
The Children of God - M ............................... Matthew 
Nathan Smith 
© 2017, Choristers Guild, CGA 1543 
Unison/2-Part, Piano 
 
Walk Together, Children - E .............................. Psalm 
Traditional Spiritual/Ken Berg, arr. 
© 2009, Walton Music Group, WLG132 
3-Part Mixed, Soloist, Piano 
 
What Does the Lord Require of You? - M ......... Micah 
Mark A. Miller 
© 2005, Abingdon Press, 9780687331543 
SATB, Piano 
 

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL (Prayers, Poems, Quotes & Liturgies) 
 
 

The character which we find in the Beatitudes is, beyond all question, nothing 

less than our Lord’s own character, put into words. It is the description set side 

by side with an example. 

-- BILLY GRAHAM, THE SECRET OF HAPPINESS 

 

http://faithelement.net/
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PARALLELS OF BLESSEDNESS 

 

To yield is to be preserved whole. 

To be bent is to become straight. 

To be hollow is to be filled. 

To be tattered is to be renewed. 

To be in want is to possess. 

To have plenty is to be confused.             

-- from TAO TE CHING 22 

 

 

 

Blessed are: 

 the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

the mourners, they will be comforted. 

the meek, they will inherit the earth. 

the hungry and thirsty for righteousness,  

   they will be filled. 

the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

-- MATTHEW 5:3-9     

 

God, who sends light to shine upon this earth and upon those who 

are good and those who do wrong, who created the light that lights 

the whole world: shine into our minds and hearts. Guard us from all 

that is harmful to ourselves and others.  

-- based upon an EGYPTIAN COPTIC prayer 

 

 

+ + + 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

One: Who may enter into God’s holy presence?  

All: The honest ones, the just ones, the ones who practice integrity. 

One: With what should I come and bow before the Lord Most High? 

All: Shall I bring sacrifices and material offerings? 

One: God shows us what is good and has declared what is required: 

All: To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God. 

-- adapted from Psalm 15 and Micah 6 

 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 

Holy God in whose name we gather, give us humble minds, 

empty hearts, and souls that hunger and thirst for your 

righteousness. Teach us to take on your foolishness that we 

may become wise, and to give ourselves away in order to gain 

ourselves into you. Amen. 

 

 

http://faithelement.net/
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving and wise God, we confess to you that we 

have not lived out the folly of the Gospel. We often 

place our desires over the needs of others, but you 

have said: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

We insulate ourselves from the pain of others 

surrounding us, but you have said: 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 

We struggle to appear strong and superior, but you 

have said: 

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth. 

We often choose easy paths over the right ones, but 

you have said: 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 

 

We cheer when revenge is sweet, but you have said: 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 

mercy. 

Our hearts are conflicted, but you have said: 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God. 

We lose patience for peace with others and are too 

often silent about the warring ways of our nation, 

but you have said: 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 

called children of God. 

When it is unpopular to stand up for justice, let us 

remember you said: 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

Forgive us, O God, and help us to follow the way 

of Jesus ever more faithfully. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you; holy are you! 

For through Christ, yours is the kingdom of God. 

-- quoting from “Blest Are They,” David Haas 

 

BENEDICTION 

Do not back away from the challenges before you 

this day, but go joyfully, remembering the Lord has 

told you what is required: 

do justice 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly. 

The God of grace will go with you. 

http://faithelement.net/

