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Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media). 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Start by asking: 

• Each week many of us attend “worship services” or some kind of event 
when we intentionally focus on worshiping God. What is “worship” as 
your congregation defines it? 

• What do you personally think it means to worship God? 
• If a congregation were to press the point that worship is about more 

than just what happens when they gather each week, in what ways 
might it change? 
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Content 

Read Micah 6:1-8, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Then ask questions like these: 

• Why does Micah begin this passage with terms like “plead your case” 
and “indictment?” 

• Who is the jury in this court, and why might God choose this particular 
jury? 

• What perspective does creation have that human beings do not? 
• Who brings the complaint here and who has broken their end of the 

agreement? 
• What does God remind the people of Israel, in verses 3-5, of having 

done, and why does it matter in this case? 
• What can we guess is the people’s offense from the rhetorical 

conversation in verses 6-8? 
• What do the people think God requires of them, and what have they 

forgotten? 
• Most of the sacrifices in verses 6-7 are technically correct, but why 

would they be so desperate to appease God in this way, and why isn’t 
it enough? 

• What’s the difference between outward, physical acts of worship – like 
sacrifices, or worship attendance with tithes and offerings – and inward 
worship? 
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Closure 

Continue by asking: 

• What case or a complaint might God have against us today as God’s 
people? 

• In what ways might that parallel or diverge from some of the things that 
the rest of the world might have against us and why? 

• What kind of things might God say in making a case against us, and in 
what ways are those points like or unlike those that our fellow humans 
might make? 

• To what extent do we, like the people of Israel, sometimes prefer the 
outward acts to the inward transformation that needs to take place? 

• How might outward worship and inward worship feed one another? 
• What one thing could you do this week to encourage this type of inner 

worship and transformation, and what do you think might change if you 
did? 

Close with a prayer of thanksgiving and celebration. 

Writer: Jon Parks
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