
What God Wants 

Micah 6:1-8  |  Session  9.05 

Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media). 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Start by asking: 

• Each week many of us attend “worship services” or some kind of event 
when we intentionally focus on worshiping God. What is “worship” as 
your congregation defines it? 

• What do you personally think it means to worship God? 
• If a congregation were to press the point that worship is about more 

than just what happens when they gather each week, in what ways 
might it change? 
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Content 

Read Micah 6:1-8, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Then ask questions like these: 

• Why does Micah begin this passage with terms like “plead your case” 
and “indictment?” 

• Who is the jury in this court, and why might God choose this particular 
jury? 

• What perspective does creation have that human beings do not? 
• Who brings the complaint here and who has broken their end of the 

agreement? 
• What does God remind the people of Israel, in verses 3-5, of having 

done, and why does it matter in this case? 
• What can we guess is the people’s offense from the rhetorical 

conversation in verses 6-8? 
• What do the people think God requires of them, and what have they 

forgotten? 
• Most of the sacrifices in verses 6-7 are technically correct, but why 

would they be so desperate to appease God in this way, and why isn’t 
it enough? 

• What’s the difference between outward, physical acts of worship – like 
sacrifices, or worship attendance with tithes and offerings – and inward 
worship? 

Faithelement    |    Faithelement.net    |    Copyright 2017, All rights reserved. Faithlab LLC

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=351234803


Closure 

Continue by asking: 

• What case or a complaint might God have against us today as God’s 
people? 

• In what ways might that parallel or diverge from some of the things that 
the rest of the world might have against us and why? 

• What kind of things might God say in making a case against us, and in 
what ways are those points like or unlike those that our fellow humans 
might make? 

• To what extent do we, like the people of Israel, sometimes prefer the 
outward acts to the inward transformation that needs to take place? 

• How might outward worship and inward worship feed one another? 
• What one thing could you do this week to encourage this type of inner 

worship and transformation, and what do you think might change if you 
did? 

Close with a prayer of thanksgiving and celebration. 

Writer: Jon Parks 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What God Wants 

Micah 6:1-8  |  Session  9.05 

Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media) 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Share this article on “Healthy Habits to Avoid in 2017” and ask: 

• How are you doing with your goals, plans or resolutions for 2017 so 
far? 

• What does it feel like when we fall short of our goals? 
• Are there any trends, health fads, or diets that seem silly to follow? 
• How do we know which ones are worth our effort, and how do we 

know which ones are ridiculous? 
• How can we really know what forms us into better people? 
• Which habits or practices in our spiritual journey are silly; which ones 

are meaningful to us; and how do we know the difference? 
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Content 

Read Micah 6:1-8, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Ask questions like these: 

• What is the general tone in these verses and why? 
• What kind of relationship is there between the Lord and Israel if the 

conversation is happening in this way? 
• What do you think it means that “the Lord will contend with Israel”? 
• Who is witnessing this exchange, in Micah 6:1-5 and why do you think 

it matters? 
• Why is remembering the past, especially he events that the Lord lists in 

Micah 6:4-5, part of this conversation? 
• Why are the acts of faithfulness in Micah 6:6-7 mentioned and why are 

these not enough? 

Closure 

Share what Jen Hatmaker, wrote on Facebook recently about her approach to 
watching elected officials, saying: 

“These are sobering, important days as our nation's highest positions are 
appointed. So much is on the line. We have to keep paying attention, friends. 
Our senators are asking Sessions about everything: immigration, prison 
reform, voting rights, religious freedom, government overreach, bipartisan 
legislative enforcement, international policy, appropriate recusal, and, 
numerous times, Alabama football. 

Eyes and ears wide open these days, my friends. We have the same old 
marching orders we've always had: defend and protect the poor, the 
oppressed, the disenfranchised, the powerless. None of that changes for the 
people of Jesus no matter who is in office or whatever the state of affairs. We 
must be good neighbors and good citizens and courageous when necessary. 
Though it goes against every grain, we consider the rights of others more 
important than our own.” 
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Ask: 

• Political leanings aside, what do you understand to be our “marching 
orders” as the body of Christ and why? 

• It is suggested that the people are frustrated and confused about what 
God wants from them. When have you experienced that kind of 
frustration? 

• At what points does it ever seem that God wants too much from us? 
• How does remembering God’s faithfulness in the past shape the way 

we become active in working for justice? 
• To what degree do we “pay attention” to issues of injustice in our daily 

walk with God? 
• What does doing justice look like in our lives? 

Pray together to end the session. Spend some time in silent prayer, praying for 
way that we live lives that are shaped by loving kindness. 

Writer: Erin Hall 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What God Wants 

Micah 6:1-8  |  Session  9.05 

Before the Session 
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 

facilitate the discussion. 
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media) 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Read aloud Micah 6:1-8 then play the Bible Background Video. 

In today’s session, the group will share in reflecting on their relationships with 
God in the light of God's stated preferences for them. 
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Reflection 

Tell the group: People constantly debate what the Bible means and how to 
apply their view to their lives, but every now and then the Bible shows us, in 
very plain language, what God expects of us. This is one of those passages. 

Re-read verses 6-8 again and tell the group: 

Let's take some time to revisit what this passage really means. For the next few 
minutes, I will name some of the situations we may find ourselves in from time 
to time. When I do, I'd like you to take a few minutes to reflect on what this 
passage might mean to you in this situation, then briefly pray silently, sharing 
those thoughts with God and listening for an answer. 

After ensuring that everyone understands the activity, give the group time to 
get comfortable, then encourage them to reflect on the following list stopping 
for a few minutes, or until most of the group appears to have completed their 
process before moving to the next item. Share as many as time allows and 
adapt the list to best fit your group as needed: 

• You get caught up in a political argument with someone else. 
• A friend betrays your trust. 
• Someone you don't know asks you for money for food. 
• A relative does something that you believe to be sinful. 
• You encounter someone who is angry at someone else and wants you 

to take their side. 
• Someone seems to take offense at you for no apparent reason. 

After the group has had time to reflect on these items, stop and invite 
volunteers to share what they have discovered by doing this. Share in a 
conversation about what the world might look like if everyone lived according 
to this instruction, then close in group prayer. 
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What God Wants 

Micah 6:1-8  |  Session  9.05 

Before the Session 
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 

facilitate the discussion. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media). 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Play the Asthma Cure video and ask: 

• How did you feel about gym class in school and why? 
• When have you expected something at work or school and found it was 

not like you thought it would be? 
• What do you typically do when an excuse you give to not do something 

no longer works? 
• In what ways does your experience with your own excuses affect you 

feel about the excuses that other people give you to not do things? 
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Content 
Read Micah 6:1-8, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Ask questions like these: 

• Why does this text sound like a universal courtroom scene? 
• What is God’s question to the people? 
• Why does God need to recite several great acts (or maybe “greatest 

hits”) to the people? 
• What had the people forgotten about God and why? 
• Why did Micah represent the people as believing that their sacrifices 

constituted fulfilling God’s requirements for them? 
• Practically speaking, what did God’s people need to change? 
• What does it really mean to “do justice?” 
• What is the difference between true justice and justice that comes about 

as the result of an obligation? 
• In what ways do divine love and justice go together? 
• How does humility fit in to this passage? 

Closure 

Play the Time For Charity video and ask: 

• What do you think of this video and why? 
• To what degree do you think people view small spontaneous acts of 

charity as fulfilling some sort of “requirement” and why? 
• As John said at the end of the end of the end of the video, sometimes 

we often barely care about ourselves. To what degree might this affect 
the way we struggle sometimes to love God’s people? 

• How can we move past thinking whatever we will order off dollar menu 
and to how we can fulfill what our faith requires of us? 

• How can we move past simple charity to true justice, as discussed in the 
scriptures? 

• What are some ways we can walk humbly and do justice this week? 

Close in prayer. 

Writer: Jon Self 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What God Wants 

Micah 6:1-8  |  Session  9.05 

Before the Session 
Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Create a list of ten items and obtain at least two of each item before the 

session (See Context) 
• Have a whiteboard or butcher paper with markers that you can use for 

a list (See Closure) 
• Listen to the FaithElement podcast for this session. 
• Use the social media prompts on this session’s webpage to help youth 

begin engaging the session them ahead of their gathering. 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Intro 
Watch the Miss Congeniality clip and ask: 

• What did she expect to happen in this clip? 
• How disappointed do you think she was that she misread what he 

wanted? 
• What do you think God wants from you? 
• How would you feel if you were wrong about that? 
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Context 

(For this relay race, you will need ten random identical items or so for each 
team, placed in their own designated area on the one side of your meeting 
space. Before the race, list the items on a piece of paper, with some particular 
pattern, such as smallest object to largest object; alphabetical order by name; 
or lighter to darker color. If you have a really competitive group, they may 
enjoy a completely random list.) 

Form at least two teams on the opposite side of your meetings space and tell 
them that this relay is to see who can get each item to you the fastest, without 
any instructions. You will only accept the items in a specific order, however, 
and they have to figure out the order as they go. 

Start the race, refusing wrong items, and accepting the right ones. Groups will 
likely watch what is accepted from another group as well, so the group that 
figures out the pattern the fastest will likely win. Play several rounds as time 
allows mixing up the pattern each time, then ask: 

• What made the game most and least easy and why? 
• How did you figure out what was acceptable or not acceptable? 
• In what ways is this game like trying to please God? 
• How can we possibly know what God wants from us? 

Content 

Read Micah 6:1-8, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Ask your group: 

• Why would God bring charges against Israel? 
• What good things has God done for them? 
• What types of things do they think God might want? 
• Why does God not want those things? 
• In plain language, what does God actually demand of the readers in 

this passage? 
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Closure 

Continue by sharing the “What does God Want?…" video and ask: 

• The video shared a partial list, but what do you all think God wants 
from us? 

List the responses on a dry erase board, then ask: 

• Even though there is nothing wrong with these things, what could be the 
problem with making them the most important aspects of our faith? 

• What do you think God wants personally from you and why? 
• Why is it so important to be just, kind, and walk with God? 
• What could we do, as a group or as individuals to practically fulfill 

those requirements? 

Close this session in prayer. 

Writer: Don Breeden 
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What God Wants 

Micah 6:1-8  |  Session  9.05 

Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 

facilitate the discussion. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media) 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context (From the Current Session Page) 

Share this article on “Healthy Habits to Avoid in 2017” and ask: 

• How are you doing with your goals, plans or resolutions for 2017 so 
far? 

• What does it feel like when we fall short of our goals? 
• Are there any trends, health fads, or diets that seem silly to follow? 
• How do we know which ones are worth our effort, and how do we 

know which ones are ridiculous? 
• How can we really know what forms us into better people? 
• Which habits or practices in our spiritual journey are silly; which ones 

are meaningful to us; and how do we know the difference? 
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Content (From the Mind Session Page) 

Read Micah 6:1-8, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Then ask questions like these: 

• Why does Micah begin this passage with terms like “plead your case” 
and “indictment?” 

• Who is the jury in this court, and why might God choose this particular 
jury? 

• What perspective does creation have that human beings do not? 
• Who brings the complaint here and who has broken their end of the 

agreement? 
• What does God remind the people of Israel, in verses 3-5, of having 

done, and why does it matter in this case? 
• What can we guess is the people’s offense from the rhetorical 

conversation in verses 6-8? 
• What do the people think God requires of them, and what have they 

forgotten? 
• Most of the sacrifices in verses 6-7 are technically correct, but why 

would they be so desperate to appease God in this way, and why isn’t 
it enough? 

• What’s the difference between outward, physical acts of worship – like 
sacrifices, or worship attendance with tithes and offerings – and inward 
worship? 
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Closure (from the Media Session page) 

Play the Time For Charity video and ask: 

• What do you think of this video and why? 
• To what degree do you think people view small spontaneous acts of 

charity as fulfilling some sort of “requirement” and why? 
• As John said at the end of the end of the end of the video, sometimes 

we often barely care about ourselves. To what degree might this affect 
the way we struggle sometimes to love God’s people? 

• How can we move past thinking whatever we will order off dollar menu 
and to how we can fulfill what our faith requires of us? 

• How can we move past simple charity to true justice, as discussed in the 
scriptures? 

• What are some ways we can walk humbly and do justice this week? 

Close in prayer.
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