
Generous Giving 

Titus 3:4-7  |  Session  8.52 

Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media). 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Start by asking: 

• What is your favorite Christmas memory and why? 
• How do you feel about what the Christmas season has become in our 

society – as both a secular and a Christian holiday – and why? 
• What do our current practices of Christmas shopping and gift-giving say 

about our society? 
• What do they say about our human nature? 
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Content 

Read Titus 3:4-7, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Then ask questions like these: 

• In verses 1-2 the writer reminds the Christ followers to be good citizens 
– why is this kind of behavior important for Christian people? 

• In what way does our outward behavior speak to our inward beliefs? 
• How might our outward behavior negate the words we speak about 

God? 
• To what degree do you think the writer’s description of our life before 

Christ, in verse 3, is an accurate depiction of human nature? 
• In what ways might we have bent the tradition of Christmas gift-giving 

back into something very human-centered? 
• Go through verses 4-7 carefully together and note the following: What 

things has God done for us? In what ways has this changed us? 
• What do you think the writer initially meant by “when God’s kindness 

and love appeared” in verse 4? 

Closure 

Continue by asking: 

• What significance does gift-giving have for those of us who follow 
Jesus’ way? In what ways was Jesus’ appearance itself a gift? 

• What difference did Jesus’ presence as a human being make to us? 
• How might we celebrate that in our homes as we spend time together 

today? 
• For many Christians in the world, today is only the first day of a twelve-

day celebration of Jesus’ birth. In what ways might we use the tradition 
of giving gifts today and in the days ahead, to reflect the significance of 
the Gift who came to us? 

• Discuss some ideas together for gift-giving that honors the Source of all 
love and gifts. 

Close with prayer of thanksgiving and celebration. 

Writer: Jon Parks 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Generous Giving 

Titus 3:4-7  |  Session  8.52 

Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session. (Share the link via email or social media). 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Start by asking: 

• What was Christmas like for you while you were growing up? 
• What is the most memorable Christmas celebration you ever had, and 

what makes it so special? 
• What were the best gifts you can remember having given or received 

during a Christmas season and why? 
• What was the most difficult to prepare gift that you’ve ever given or 

received? 
• Please don’t answer this question if it’s going to be a spoiler, but what 

was the favorite gift you gave or received this year? 
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Content 

Read Titus 3:4-7, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Ask questions like these: 

• How often do you think of God’s love as a gift? 
• Our scripture today says that the gift of God came to us because of 

God’s mercy. How do you understand mercy? 
• How do we know mercy when we see it? 
• What do these verses tell you about the nature of God’s love? 
• Why do you think it is so important for the writer of Titus to emphasize 

that God’s love for us is purely God’s choice and had nothing to do 
with our actions? 

Closure 

Show this Christmas commercial and ask: 

• Why do you think people would claim this as the “best Christmas 
commercial?” 

• What are some connections between what this grandfather did and 
what we claim in Jesus’s birth and the idea of Emmanuel? 

• What do you think imagine Jesus would encounter in a “humanity for 
beginners” book? 

• The gift of visiting his family and speaking their language took time, 
sacrifice, and financial commitment, but the man’s expression suggests 
that the sacrifice was worth it. What does this tell us about how love 
leads us to reshape our time, our location, or our sacrifices? 

• What gifts have you received that demonstrate an investment like the 
one this man made for his family? 

• The man learned and traveled so far in order to tell someone who he is. 
In what ways does this bring to mind these verses from Titus that 
describe who God is? “I am. You are. He/she/it is.” This simple 
language lesson holds truth for us. How do you hear this English for 
beginners wording in light of what Titus 3:4-7 says about who God is? 
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End the session with a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s love that travels any 
distance. 

Writer: Erin Hall 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Generous Giving 

Titus 3:4-7  |  Session  8.52 

Before the Session 
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 

facilitate the discussion. 
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Place a "Christ Candle" on a table int eh middle of your meeting area 

and have some means of lighting it. 
• Set up sufficient chairs for the group, arranged in a circle or other 

configuration that promotes a sense of community, preferably with the 
Christ Candle in the middle. 

• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 
the next session. (Share the link via email or social media). 

• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 
faithelement.net. 

Context 

Read aloud Titus 3:4-7 then play the Bible Background Video 

In today’s session, the group will share in an Ignatian "Prayer of Examen" to 
explore the past year of their lives in light of Christmas day. 
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Reflection 

Tell the group: One of the common prayers of the Ignatian tradition is the 
“Prayer of Examen”. This prayer is most often prayed at the conclusion of the 
day and consists of two questions, voiced in many different ways: “For what 
moment today am I most grateful and for what moment today am I least 
grateful?” “What was today’s high point and what was today’s low point?” 
“When did I feel most alive today and when did I feel life draining out of 
me?” 

We are going to share a ‘Christmas Examen’ today centered on a phrase 
recorded in Titus 3:5, “…according to His mercy…” One of the greatest gifts of 
the season, in fact our lives, is God’s mercy. 

Invite a volunteer to light the “candle of Christ’s presence,” then have someone 
read today’s scripture again. When they reach the phrase “…according to His 
mercy…,” have them say that phrase three times slowly. 

After the text has been read, invite volunteers to share one way in which they 
have received God’s mercy in the past year. (You may want to remind the 
group to avoid crosstalk, asking questions, or responding with ‘fixing’ 
language, but rather to simply listen as stories are shared and then hold them 
in confidential, quiet prayer.) After everyone has shared an experienced 
mercy, ask the group to share when they have felt deprived of mercy in the 
past year. (If someone is hesitant to share a ‘deprived moment,’ an alternative 
question could be, “when have you shared mercy with someone who needed it 
this year?”) 

After the group has shared, invite them to hold what they have heard in silent 
prayer from one to five minutes, as time allows, then voice a prayer as a 
benediction, extinguish the candle, and share Christmastide greetings with 
each other. 

Writer: Jim Dant 
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Generous Giving 

Titus 3:4-7  |  Session  8.52 

Before the Session 
• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 

facilitate the discussion. 
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of 

the next session (Share the link via email or social media). 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context 

Start by asking: 

• What is a typical Christmas day like for you? 
• What is the most unusual Christmas holiday experience you have ever 

had, and how did it turn out? 
• What do you think pets wish for on the Christmas holiday? 

Play the Sainbury Ad 2015 and ask: 

• How do you think Mog felt about this Christmas day? 
• Do you think Mog felt this was a good or bad Christmas day? 
• How would you feel about a Christmas day like this and why? 
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Content 

Read Titus 3:4-7, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Ask questions like these: 

• When someone refers to our lives as being “lost in your self-absorption” 
what do you think they mean? 

• Why do you think that it’s important that the writer of Titus discusses 
salvation in this way? 

• What worldview might this passage be challenging and when have you 
encountered it? 

• In what ways might realizing that salvation comes from God alone be a 
difficult concept? 

• In what ways does this passage coincide with the “spirit” that we 
ascribe to the Christmas season? 

Closure 

Continue by asking: 

• What do you plan to do for the rest of the day today? 
• What is the most significant celebration activity in which you participate 

during the Christmas season and what makes it so significant? 
• What are the first and last things you do to observe this season, and 

why? 

Play the Born is the King music video and close in prayer. 

Writer: Jon Self 

Faithelement    |    Faithelement.net    |    Copyright 2016, All rights reserved. Faithlab LLC

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=348427047
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qf6OoAZbAQg


Generous Giving 

Titus 3:4-7  |  Session  8.52 

Before the Session 
Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better 
facilitate the discussion. 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view. 
• Have a whiteboard or butcher paper with markers that you can use for 

a brainstorming session (See Closure) 
• Listen to the FaithElement podcast for this session. 
• Use the social media prompts on this session’s webpage to help youth 

begin engaging the session them ahead of their gathering. 
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Intro 
Play the Peanuts clip, and ask: 

• What is Christmas like for your family? 
• To what degree does it seem to be more about trees and presents at 

your home, or about what Linus spoke about in this clip? 
• What role do you think God plays in how our culture treats and 

celebrates Christmas? 
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Context 

Form two to six teams and encourage each of them to gather separate from 
the other teams. Assign a number to each team, then tell the group: 

Today, we are going to have a Christmas Carol competition. I will call out a 
number that represents a team, and that team must stand up and sing a line to 
a favorite Christmas carol. That team will then sit, and I will call out another 
number of a team, which should do the same thing. If a team is unable to 
come up with a Christmas carol, or if a team repeats a carol that has already 
been sung, team is eliminated. Please note that there is nothing about this 
content that says that you have to be good singers! 

Continue until only one team remains, then ask: 

• What is your most and least favorite Christmas Carol and why? 
• What message does your favorite carol bring? 
• Which of these carols we sung do you think best speaks to the nature of 

God and why? 
• What does that carol tell us about who God is and how God relates to 

us? 

Content 

Read Titus 3:4-7, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Ask your group: 

• Why does the author focus on the kindness and love of God? 
• What role do you think this writer feels we have in our own salvation? 
• What does this passage express about the nature of God? 
• In what ways does this passage contrast with our human nature? 
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Closure 

Continue by asking: - What was the best gift you got for Christmas this year? - 
What do you plan to do with it? - From this passage, what gift has God given 
to each of us and what do you plan to do with that? 

Prepare a whiteboard or butcher paper by writing the words “ generosity,” 
“humility,” and “kindness” on it, then spend some time with the group 
brainstorming the answer to this question and listing your answers on the 
board: 

• In what ways can our lives reflect each of these gifts for the coming 
year? 

Close this session in prayer. 

Writer: Don Breeden 
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Generous Giving 

Titus 3:4-7  |  Session  8.52 

Before the Session 

Facilitator: In advance of the session 

• Have the Bible Background Video ready to view.
• Review today’s scripture text and the session activities to help better facilitate the discussion.
• Encourage your group to listen to the Faithelement podcast ahead of the next session (Share the 

link via email or social media)
• Find web links for underlined items on this session’s webpage at 

faithelement.net. 

Context (From the Media Session Page) 

Start by asking: 

• What is a typical Christmas day like for you? 
• What is the most unusual Christmas holiday experience you have ever 

had, and how did it turn out? 
• What do you think pets wish for on the Christmas holiday? 

Play the Sainbury Ad 2015 and ask: 

• How do you think Mog felt about this Christmas day? 
• Do you think Mog felt this was a good or bad Christmas day? 
• How would you feel about a Christmas day like this and why? 
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Content (From the Mind Session Page) 

Read Titus 3:4-7, then watch the Bible Background Video. 

Then ask questions like these: 

• In verses 1-2 the writer reminds the Christ followers to be good citizens 
– why is this kind of behavior important for Christian people? 

• In what way does our outward behavior speak to our inward beliefs? 
• How might our outward behavior negate the words we speak about 

God? 
• To what degree do you think the writer’s description of our life before 

Christ, in verse 3, is an accurate depiction of human nature? 
• In what ways might we have bent the tradition of Christmas gift-giving 

back into something very human-centered? 
• Go through verses 4-7 carefully together and note the following: What 

things has God done for us? In what ways has this changed us? 
• What do you think the writer initially meant by “when God’s kindness 

and love appeared” in verse 4? 
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Closure (from the Current Session page) 

Show this Christmas commercial and ask: 

• Why do you think people would claim this as the “best Christmas 
commercial?” 

• What are some connections between what this grandfather did and 
what we claim in Jesus’s birth and the idea of Emmanuel? 

• What do you think imagine Jesus would encounter in a “humanity for 
beginners” book? 

• The gift of visiting his family and speaking their language took time, 
sacrifice, and financial commitment, but the man’s expression suggests 
that the sacrifice was worth it. What does this tell us about how love 
leads us to reshape our time, our location, or our sacrifices? 

• What gifts have you received that demonstrate an investment like the 
one this man made for his family? 

• The man learned and traveled so far in order to tell someone who he is. 
In what ways does this bring to mind these verses from Titus that 
describe who God is? “I am. You are. He/she/it is.” This simple 
language lesson holds truth for us. How do you hear this English for 
beginners wording in light of what Titus 3:4-7 says about who God is? 

End the session with a prayer of thanksgiving for God’s love that travels any 
distance.
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